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PREFACE 

One of the most deplorable things in recent times is that a 
section of the so-called Muslim intellectuals maintain, or 
profess to maintain, that Islam has no agreed or standard 
definition, and thereby seek to belittle the importance and 
utility of the greatest and most modem religion of the world. 
The writer of the book intends to present facts and arguments, 
supported by quotations from the verses of the Holy Qur'an 
and sayings of the Prophet (peace be on him), to prove that 
Islam has been clearly and unmistakably defined and explained 
by Allah and His Apostle, Hadrat Muhammad(Allah 's blessings 
be on him), and all Muslim scholars and divines have agreed on 
the principles of the religion oflslam. There are some differences 
of opinion among them in matters of detail, but this does not 
affectthe basic and fundamental definition of this great religion. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that some persons find pleasure 
in deceiving or befooling common people by distorting facts 
and twisting the clear expressions of the Holy Scriptures. Such 
self-seekers really beguile themselves rather than others. The 
Holy Qur'an says: 

"Andofmankindare.somewho say: We believe in Allah and 
Last Day, when they believe not. 

"They think to beguile Allah and those who believe, and they 
beguile not save themselves, but they perceive not" (2: 8-9). 
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During the time of the Prophet of Islam some Jews and 
Christians adopted some tactics to beguile the Believers and 
make them go astray. 

The Holy Qur'an referring to them says: 

"And a party of the People of the Scripture say: Believe in that 
which hath been revealed upon those who believe at the 
opening of the day, and disbelieve at the end thereofin order 
that they may return" (3:72). 

Another consideration that has prompted me to write this 
book is the ever-increasing self contradiction in belief and 
action of a large number ofM usl ims. For instance, the basic and 
fundamental principle oflslam is Tauhid(Monotheism), i.e. all 
Muslims must believe from the core of their hearts that Allah 
is One and One alone. He is the Supreme Being, Who sustains 
the whole universe and Who is our Creator, Nourisher and 
Supporter. There is none to share His Essence or Attributes. 
Hence every word that we utter and every act that we do must 
reflect our belief in the oneness of the Almighty. We must be 
monotheists both in theory and practice. 

But it is extremely regrettable to note that many Muslims 
now-a-days practise what is called "veiled or implied 
polytheism". Their beliefand actions negate each other. They 
encroach on the powers of the Divinity by holding that some 
Sufis and Pirs are endowed with the power of knowing the 
Unseen (i.e. "Ilm-ul-Ghaibr, whereas the Holy Qur'an says in 
unmistakable terms that none save Allah knows the Unseen, as: 

I 
"Say (0 Muhammad): None in the heavens and the earth 
knoweth the Unseen save Allah, and they know not when they 
will be raised again" (27:65). 

This sort ofbeliefamounts to polytheism which destroys the 
spirit of Monotheism. ' 
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Some misguided Mus! ims approach Pir Sahibs for different 
purposes, e.g. success in examinations, business, marriage, 
etc., in this life and salvation in the Hereafter. They must realise 
that there is no substitute for hard work. The Holy Qur' an says: 

"Every soul is a pledge for its own deeds" (74:38). 

"That Man hath only And that for which he maketh effort" 
(53:39). 

The best course is that we must work and work and rely on 
Allah for success or reward. We must respect the divines and 
Sufis but within the limits imposed by Islam. 

Another factor which played a major role in persuading me 
to compile the book is that some so-called learned Muslims 
have manufactured a theory that the Qur'an alone is quite 
sufficient for all temporal and spiritual problems of life, and 
consequently belief in the Qur'an only is essential whereas 
belief in Hadith or Sunnah is unnecessary. Such people are 
known as Munkirin-i-Hadith. From the verses of the Holy 
Qur' an in which they claim to believe, I have tried to prove that 
the aforesaid theory is not only self-contradictory but absolutely 
nonsensical as well. 

It is common knowledge that the Prophet's life with his 
words and deeds is a true commentary or amplification of the 
Holy Qur'an. One cannot, therefore, understand the Qur'an 
thoroughly without understanding clearly the sayings and 
doings of the Prophet to whom the Book was revealed. As a 
matter of fact disbeliefin H adith automatically involves disbelief 
in the Qur'an which eventually leads to disbelief in Allah 
Himself. 

In the beginning of the book I have given a concise account 
of Religion in general, followed by a short description of well- 
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known religions of the world. In the third and fourth chapters 
I have explained Islam and its component parts in detail, and 
later have refuted the theory of disbeliefinAhadith. Afterwards, 
Islamic concepts of Justice, Education and Democracy have 
been described. In each case I have supported my statements 
with quotations from the words of Allah (i.e. the Qur'an) and 
sayings of the Prophet (i.e. Ahadith). 

In translating the verses of the Holy Qur'an I have usually 
followed The Meaning of the Glorious Koran by late 
Muhammad Maramaduke Pickthall. 

My thanks are due to my friends and relatives, particularly 
Mr Syed Fakhr-i-'Alam and Mr 'Aqil Muhammad Khan for 
their co-operation in the compilation of the book. 

I regret that some mistakes have occurred in the book, for 
which I crave the indulgence of the reader. 

April 1977 
Syed Muzaffar-ud-Din Nadvi 



CHAPTER/ 

WHAT IS RELIGION 

[The Objective of Religion-Monotheism-Polytheism 
Naturalism-Universal Belief in Godhead-Real Point of 
Dispute-Religion and Science-Religion and Philosophy.] 

Definition of Religion: A few well-known definitions of 
religion are given below: 

(I) Religion is a natural urge to know the Creator of the 
Universe. 

(2) Religion is a system based on beliefs in the Almighty. 

(3) Religion signifies human recognition of Superhuman 
Power. 

(4) Religion means belief in and worship of God. 

(5) Religion is a link between Man and the Creator. 

(6) "Religion consists in the serious and social attitude of 
individuals ofcommunities towards the power or powers 
which they conceive as having ultimate control over 
their interests and destinies," says Pratt in his book 
entitled "The Religious Consciousness." 

(7) "Verily, religion with Allah is submission (to God)" 
( vide the Holy Qur 'an, 3: 19). 

The Objective of Religion: One· of the most celebrated 
historians of the world, 'Allamah lbn Khaldun, describes the 
chief objective of Religion as follows: 
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"Religions are introduced by God in order to lead mankind to 
eternal blessings. Theirobjective is worship of God as well as 
management of worldly affairs so much so that to establish a 
composite State and Government on the fundamental principles 
ofreligion is also included in the scope of the religious mission 
ofGod."1 

Monotheism: There are different theories regarding the 
basis and gradual evolution ofreligion. The peoples of the Holy 
scriptures, namely, Jews, Christians and Muslims, believe that 
in the beginning of the world human beings were monotheists, 
believing in one God. The first Prophet of God, Hadrat Adam 
(Allah's blessings be on him), introduced the religion of God 
and taught his children that the Lord of the universe is one and 
there is none to share His God-head. He is unique both in His 
Essence and Attributes and sustains the whole world in the best 
way conceivable. Consequently, He alone is worthy of worship 
and adoration, none else. 

This beliefin the oneness of God continued for a long time. 
Afterwards many people deviated from the right path and 
began to worship idols. Apostles of God came from time to 
time to guide mankind and convince them by reason as well as 
revelation that polytheism is the root ofall evil and monotheism 
is the real basis of the religion of God. Some people accepted 
the teachings of their Prophet and others did not. A large 
section of mankind, however, lapsed into polytheism in one 
form or another. 

Polytheism: Another theory is that from the time immemorial 
majority ofhuman beings were polytheists, worshipping idols, 
trees, mountains, animals, heavenly planets, etc. Prophet 
Abraham (may peace be on him), who flourished in about2500 
B. C., was born at Ur in Babylonia in a family whose members, 
including his father, were idolators and many people worshipped 

I. His well-known Muqaddamah (Prolegomena). 
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the sun, moon and stars also. The Holy Qur' an, referring to this 
event, says: 

"(Remember) when Abraham said unto his father, Azar: 
Takest thou idols for God? Lo! I see thee and thy folk in error 
manifest. Thus did We show Abraham the kingdom of the 
heavens and earth that he might be of those possessing 
certainty .. When the night grew dark upon him he beheld a 
star. He said: This is my Lord. But when it set he said: I love 
not things that set. And when he saw the moon rising, he 
exclaimed: This is my Lord. But when it set, he said: Unless 
my Lord guided me, I shall become one of the folk who are 
astray. And when he saw the sun rising, he cried: This is my 
Lord. This is greater, and when it set, he exclaimed: 0 my 
people! Lo, I am free from all that ye associate (with Him)" 
(6:75-79). 

Prophet Abraham went to several places, viz. Egypt, Syria 
and Hijaz and preached the religion of God wherever he went. 
At last he and his eldest son, Prophet Ismaeel (peace be on both 
of them) built a house of God (K'abah) at Makkah where the 
believers offered prayers and made a Circuit (Tawaj) of the 
same. Afterwards a number of Apostles were deputed by God 
to propagate His religion and establish monotheism all over the 
world. A section of mankind accepted the religion of God, but 
majority rejected it. 

Before the advent oflslam in the seventh century A.O. the 
Arabs and a very large section of humanity were idol 
worshippers. Even the Holy K'abah became the centre of 
polytheism, and as many as 360 idols were kept there. A very 
small number of the Arabs believed in the existence of Allah. 

Naturalism: A section of people maintain that naturalism 
was the basis of early religion. By naturalism is meant "a 
religion, philosophy or morality which is based on nature." 
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They say that majority of the people were originally naturalists 
as they worshipped nature and its elements. They adored 
everything that manifested the beauty and grandeur of nature. 
Thus nature and its phenomena became chief gods of these 
people. Nature is described as time also. The HolyQur'an says: 
"And they say: There is naught but ourlifeofthis world; we die 
and we live and naught destroyeth us save time; when they have 
no knowledge whatsoever of (all) that, they do but guess'" 
(45:24). 

This state of affairs continued for some time and then 
gradually better sense dawned on the naturalists. They realised 
that the entire world from the earth to the heavens is not only 
inferior to man but also subservient to him, and the universe is 
intended to cater to the needs of mankind. It will, therefore, be 
sheer nonsense for a superior being (man) to adore nature and 
its phenomena whicharesubordinatetohim. TheQur'ansays: 
"He it is Who created for you all that is in the earth, then turned 
He to the heaven, and fashioned it as seven heavens. And He 
is knowerofall things" (2:29). "Allah it is Who appointed for 
you the earth for a dwelling place and the sky for a canopy, and 
fashioned you and perfected your shapes, and hath provided 
you with good things. Such is Allah, your Lord. Then blessed 
be Allah, the Lord of the worlds" (40:64). 

Universal Belief in Godhead: If we study minutely the 
history of different nations of early times we cannot escape the 
conclusion that almost all of them believed in the existence and 
oneness of the Divine Being in one form or another. For 
example, the Buddhists, under their spiritual guide, Gautama 
Buddha, preached that through inner consciousness and 
continuous exercise one could get rid of the miseries oflife and 
have communion with the Supreme Intelligence. The 
Zoroastrians (fire-worshippers) who believed in two gods-- 
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one for good and the other for evil--also maintained that there 
is a Supreme Being Who created the Universe. Hence some 
scholars are of the view that they are Ahl-i-Kitab (People of 
Revealed Books). The Hindus have been idolators from time 
immemorial, but al I of them are not altogether devoid ofbelief 
in the Divine Being. Despite belief in a number of gods and 
goddesses at least a section of the Hindus hold that there is one 
Being Who controls the world and determines the destiny of 
mankind. 

As regards the peoples of Holy Scriptures, viz. the Jews, 
Christians and Muslims, all of them believe in one God Who is 
the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. Though the Jews say 
that 'U zair (Ezra) is the son of Allah and the Christians say that 
Messiah is the son of Allah (Qur'an, 9:30). They really believe 
that Allah is the .Final Authority in all secular and spiritual 
matters. 

As for the Muslims, it is everybody's knowledge that the 
most monotheistic people of the world are Muslims who 
cannot ascribe any kind of partnership to the Divine Being. In 
spirt of their whole-hearted devotion to Prophet Hadrat 
Muhammad ( may peace be on him) they believe that he is man 
as other men are and that he is the servant of Allah as the entire 
humanity is, the only difference being that he is the Messenger 
of Allah also. The Qur'an says: 

"Say (0 Prophet): I am only a man like you My Lord inspireth 
in me that your God is one God. And whoever hopeth for the 
meeting with his Lord let him do righteous work and make 
none sharer of the worship due to his Lord" (18: I IO). 

Real Point of. Dispute: The basic and fundamental point of 
dispute among various nations of the world is not their belief 
or disbelief in God as the Creator of the universe but their 
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different concepts of Godhead. The Believers(i.e. Monotheists) 
maintain that God is Omnipotent and Omniscient, Who created 
the world, Who is Sovereign of the Universe and Who 
administers all secular and spiritual affair in the most rational 
way. But other people, while believing in God as their Creator, 
refuse to recognise His all-pervading and all-comprehensive 
authority. They maintain that God has created the world but He 
has nothing to do with the administration of the worldly affairs. 
The Holy Qur'an clearly says that Allah is all in all in every 
sphere oflife: 

"Say (Prophet): In whose hand is the dominion over all things, 
and He protecteth, while against Him there is no protection, 
if ye have knowledge? They will say: Unto Allah (all that 
belongeth). Say: How then are ye bewitched? (23:88-89). 

"Say (0 Prophet): 0 Allah, owner of Sovereignty, Thou 
gi vest sovereignty unto whom Thou wilt and Thou withdrawest 
sovereignty from whom Thou Wilt. Thou exaltest whom 
Thou wilt and Thou abasest whom Thou wilt. In Thy hand is 
the good. Lo! Thou art able to do all things" (3:26). 

Religion and Science: Some people say that there is clash 
between religion and science and that the latter has, by its 
modem researches and discoveries, rendered the former not 
only ineffective but meaningless. This sort of assertion is an 
absolute nonsense. It is clear even to the meanest understanding 
that religion and science deal with essentially different subject 
matters. Science examines the component parts of physical 
matters with the help ofextemal senses, and all its investigations 
and researches are dependent on observation and experiment. 
Metaphysical or spiritual matters are beyond the reach of 
science, as they cannot be known by experiment. For example: 
What is the nature of the world? What is the nature of Man? 
What is the purpose of the creation of the Universe? Who is the 
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Creatorof the World? What is the Hereafter? These and similar 
questions cannot be answered by Science. It is religion alone 
which solves the problemsofMan, Universe and God. Thus we 
see that science does not enter the domain of religion, nor 
religion that of science. The question of clash between the two 
does not arise. It cannot be gainsaid that both are useful 
sources of knowledge in their own respective spheres. 

This point may be made clear by comparison between the 
two well-known vehicles ofjourney, namely, ships and trains. 
The former sail only on the sea and the latter only on the land, 
and neither can replace the other. Both are equally useful and 
effective means of travel, and it will be simply ridiculous to 
commend one and condemn the other. Similarly, religion and 
science both serve useful purposes in their own fields. They do 
not harm each other. Nay, they support each other as the 
different systems of road, rail, sea and air communications do. 
The religion of God invites us to study science and make 
investigations and experiments with a view to obtaining a 
correct solution of the problems of life. The Holy Qur'an 
abounds in verses which encourage the scientific study of 
nature and its elements. Two of such verses are given below: 

"Lo! in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the 
difference ofnight and day, and the ships which run upon the 
sea with that which is ofuse to men, and the water which Allah 
sendeth down the sky, thereby reviving the earth after its 
death, and dispersing all kinds of beasts therein, and in the 
ordinance of the winds, and the clouds obedient between 
heavenandearth;aresigns(of Allah'ssovereignty)forpeople 
who have sense" (2: 164). 

"Lo! in the creation of the heavens and the earth and in the 
difference of night and day are tokens ( of Allah's sovereignty) 
for men of'understanding" (3: 190). 
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Anyhow, science has performed wonders, but science is not 
all-powerful which can do anything under the sun. Science 
works under the laws of nature---the laws established by the 
Divine Being. 

It may be borne in mind that some people's opposition to 
religion is due to the fact that the materialists and some 
scientists maintain that matter is all in all which can produce 
anything and everything as ifitwere Creator like the Almighty. 
This contention is untenable. All things of the world, including 
'Matter' have been created by the Divine and Supreme Being 
in order to serve mankind. Hence we must try to utilise matter 
for what it is worth, but never think that matter is superior to 
us in any way. 

Religion and Philosophy. Religion and Philosophy have 
more or less similar subject-matters to deal with. Both of them 
discuss the nature of man, Universe and God, but their angles 
of vision are different. Philosophydependsentirelyonreasoning 
and does not believe in revelation, whereas religion combines 
the dictates of reason with the Commandments of Divine 
revelations. Philosophy, unaided by spiritual guidance, often 
goes astray. Human reason after all is not dependable in all 
cases. From the age of early Greek philosophers upto the 
present time a considerable numberof schools of thought have 
sprung up but they could not give us an agreed solution of 
problems oflife. They have not been able to tell us what is the 
object pf the creation of the universe, what is the exact nature 
of man, what is the end of human life and whether there will be 
Hereafterornot. The philosophers have failed to give us a clear 
concept of God. His Essence and His Attributes. It may be 
noted here that Imam Ghazali has refuted many theories and 
views of early philosophers in his well-known book Tahafut- 
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ul-F 'alasifan ( i.e. "Refutation of Philosophers"). The authorof 
this book has also discussed this question in his book entitled 
Muslim Thought and Its Source.2 

True religion is based both on reason and revelation and has 
therefore succeeded in solving fundamental problems of the 
world. All revealed religions, such as, Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam, have preached the same truth regarding the creation 
of the universe, God, Man, Hereafter, etc. They teach us that 
God is One, Who is the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe 
and Who is the Controller of everything from the earth to the 
heavens and that there will be Hereafter when the dead will be 
resurrected and Allah will pass judgement on their deeds and 
misdeeds giving reward to the virtuous and punishment to the 
evil-doer. 

The Holy Qur'an repeatedly invites the people to consider, 
ponder and make the best use ofintellect and wisdom inherent 
in them. 

The Qur'an describes wisdom as a great boon in as far as it 
says: 

"He (Allah) giveth wisdom into whom He will, and he unto 
whom wisdom is given he truly hath received abundant good. 
But none remember except men of understanding" (2:269). 

2. This book has been published by Shaikh Muhammad Ashraf, Kashmiri Bazar, Lahore. 



CHAPTER2 

WELL-KNOWN RELIGIONS 
OF THE WORLD 

[Hinduism-Caste System-Holy Books-Deceptive Policy of the 
Hindus-Buddhism-Its Rise and Fall-Jainism 
Zoroastrianism-Judaism and Prophet Moses-Christianity and 
Prophet Jesus Christ +Roman Emperor-Doctrine of Trinity.] 

Hinduism: It is one of the oldest religions of the world. Its 
past history is wrapped in darkness, and none can say with 
certainty or even reasonable probability when Hinduism came 
into being. The original home of the Aryans was the vast plain 
stretching from Eastern Europe to Turkistan. They entered 
India through the Khyber Pass and first settled in the Indus 
Valley. Later they moved eastward along the Ganges. The 
Aryans ransacked the country killing a large number of its 
inhabitants and the survivors took shelter in jungles and have 
since been passing nomadic life there. The Aryan invasion of 
India took place in about 2000 B. C. Thus the Hindus, like the 
Muslims, are not original inhabitants of India. Both of them 
came here from foreign countries and permanently settled 
here. The Hindus are split into a large number of castes and 
sub-castes. The following four castes are well known: 

(i) The Brahmins: Their main duty is to acquire learning 
and worship gods or goddesses and participate in other 

I . The religion oflslam wiU form the subjcct-mattcrofthcthird and fourth chapter of this book. 



Well-Known Religions ol The World 11 

religious ceremonies. They are the priestly class of 
people. 

(ii) The Kashtris: Their function is confined to military 
affairs and administration of the country. 

(iii) The Vaishyas: They are normally occupied in 
agricultural and commercial work. 

(iv) The Shudras: (the servile caste). They are regarded as 
the lowest species of mankind, and their chief object of 
life is to serve the higher caste Hindus. They are 
considered to be so unholy that even their shadow 
renders the Brahmins and other high-born Hindus 
unholy and impure. 

The beliefs and teachings of the Hindu religion are mentioned 
in their holy books called Vedas (viz. the Rig-veda, the Yajur 
veda, the Sama-veda and Atharwa-veda), compiled 
approximately in 1600 B.C. Their other holy books are 
Upanishads, written in about 800 B.C. Many Hindus be! ieve in 
the doctrine of Tanasukh (transmigration of soul), i.e. they 
maintain that every person after death comes back to the world 
again in one form or another according to his deeds or 
misdeeds in his previous life. Mahabharata and Ramayana are 
their great epics. The former describes the continuous wars 
between the Pandavas and Kauravas and the latter the story of 
Rama and Sita. It is significantto note that in the Hindu religion 
there is no provision for conversion (Shuddhi). Either a person 
can be a born-Hindu or non-Hindu. There is no other alternative. 
Hinduism does not sanction any conversion whatsoever. It is 
really against the teachings of Hinduism itself that communal 
minded Hindu leaders carry on the Shuddhi work throughout 
the lengths and breadth oflndia. They use fair and foul means 
in converting non-Hindus to Hinduism. They often force the 
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illiterate and simple-minded people to accept Hinduism against 
their will. 

The Hindus' Deceptive Diplomacy: According to the Indian 
Foreign Policy, a book written by Dr. K. Sachidanrnok Mistry, 
Professorof Philosophy, Andhra University, KautilyaChanakya 
(a councillor and Minister of Emperor Chandra Gupta of the 
Mauriyadynasty, atPatliputra, Bihar,duringthefourthcentury 
B.C.) laid down the following principles for Indian foreign 
policy: 

(a) Treating neigh hours as enemies and alliances with non- 
neighbouring States. 

(b) Insatiable thirst for power. 

(c) Attempts to control neighbouring countries. 

(d) Deceptive friendliness and cunningness in diplomacy. 
(e) Rivalry. 

(f) Ruthlessness in war. 

(g) Non-concern for misery of citizens. 

(h) Psychological war through hostile propaganda, 
infiltration, fifth-column activities and subversion. 

(i) Economic warfare through bribery. 

(i) Treating peace as inconceivable. 

(k) Karnavanlo Visam Aryam (i.e. Organisation of the 
whole world). 

It may be added here that Mrs. Vijay Laxmi Pandit, sister of 
the late Indian Prime Minister, Mr. Jawahar Lal Nehru, said in 
an instalment of her reminiscences serialised in the Times of 
India that the teachings of Kautilya Chanakya regarding 
diplomacy were equallyapp I icable in the twentieth century and 
added: "Diplomacy, he [Chanakya] tells us, is not concerned 
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with ideals but only with achieving practical results for the 
state". 

Buddhism: It was introduced in India by Gautama Buddha 
whose original name was Siddharatha, He was a son of 
Shuddhodhana, ruler of Kapilvastu, a small state in Nepal 
Terai. He was born in 567 B.C. Even in his childhood he was 
given up to mediation. He studied minutely the ups and downs 
of life, and it gave him pain beyond measure that a very large 
number of human beings passed their days in misery. Being 
overwhelmed by the miseries of the people he left the royal 
palace and roamed in jungles far and wide in order to discover 
the panacia for the ills mankind was suffering from. It is said 
that after long and continuous meditation he succeeded in 
getting some revelation or inner inspiration which gave him 
relief from the agony that had kept him uneasy hitherto. Karma 
(actions) and Nirvana ( extinction of desires) are the two basic 
teachings of Buddhism. It is against idolatory. 

Rise and Fall of Buddhism: This religion was propagated 
by some Indian kings, particularly by Asoka, the Great, (273- 
232 B.C.) throughout the country, and a very large number of 
people embraced it. Afterwards when the Hindus regained 
supremacy they tortured the Buddhists mercilessly and left no 
stone unturned to destroy their religion completely. A strong 
follower of Shiwa, Mehiragula, launched a systematic 
persecution of the Buddhist monks. A ruler of West Bengal 
Sasanka, uprooted the sacred Buddhist tree in Bodh Gaya and 
demolished Buddhist monasteries. Under the Sen kings of 
Bengal, who were strong supporters of Brahmanism, the 
Buddhists faced a veritable reign of terror. 

At present Buddhists are found in large numbers in China, 
Japan, Ceylon, Tibet, Burma and South-East Asia. It was 
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Asoka, the Great, who sent missionaries to spread Buddhism 
abroad. 

Jainism: Jainism was introduced in India by Vardhamana, 
known as Jina ( the Conquerorof self), son ofSiddhartha, Chief 
of the Nat clan ofKashtriyas. With the attainment ofknowledge 
he was called Jina and also Mahavira (the great hero): His 
teachings mainly consisted in non-possession, non-stealing 
and absolute chastity. 

Jainism and Buddhism were reactions to Hinduism. Both of 
them taught that all human beings are equal and have similar 
opportunities for salvation. Both were opposed to idol-worship 
as well as caste-system. 

Zoroastrianism: It was introduced in Iran by a priest named 
Zoroaster, during the reign of Emperor Cyrus. It is said that his 
religion was originally monotheistic, but his followers 
introduced two gods, viz. One for "good" or "light" and the 
other for "evil" or"darkness". The former is named Yazdan ( or 
Aizad) and the latter Ahraman. Fire is the holy symbol of this 
religion. Consequently its followers are called Fire-worshippers 
also. 

A section ofintellectuals including Muslims regard them as 
the people of Revealed Book. My former colleague in the 
Islamic College, Calcutta, Late Professor S.M. Tahir Rizvi, 
wrote a book entitled Parsis are the people of the Book, in 
which he tried to prove that a Holy Book named Zend Avesta 
was revealed to Zoroaster and so his followers (now known as 
Pars is) are the people of the Scripture like the Jews, Christians 
and Muslims. They subsequently became dualists, believing in 
two gods as the Christians began to believe in Trinity during the 
later stage of their evolution. 

When the Arabs conquered Iran quring the reign of the 
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second Caliph, Umar b. Khattab (may Allah be pleased with 
him), majority of the people of the country renounced fire 
worshipping and accepted the religion of Islam of their own 
accord. A small number of them retained their old faith and 
they are now called Parsis. 

Judaism: At present Judaism, Christianity and Islam are 
generally regarded revealed religions having Holy Scriptures 
to their credit. Their Apostles, Moses, Jesus Christ and 
Muhammad (Allah's blessings be on all of them}--were 
descended from Prophet Abraham (Allah's blessings be on 
him) and all of them preached the same religion of Allah. But 
in course of time many of their followers deviated from the 
right path of monotheism and began to indulge in polytheistic 
activities. 

The Jews or Israelites descended from Prophet Jacob ( or 
Ya' qub, known as Israel also), son of Prophet Isaac ( or Ishaq), 
son of Prophet Abraham ( or Ibrahim}--may peace be on all of 
them. The children of Jacob ( or Israel), known as Israelites, 
shifted from their original home Kan'an to Egypt during the 
time when Prophet Joseph ( or Yusuf) was holding a prominent 
post in the government there. After some time the Israelites 
threw the religion of Al !ah overboard and consequently incurred 
the Divine Wrath. The original inhabitants ofEgypt(known as 
Copts), enslaved the Israelites and perpetrated all sorts of 
oppression on them, ki Hing their sons and sparing their women. 

At last Prophet Moses came to the rescue of the Israelites 
in 1300 B.C. and freed them from the clutches of the Pharaoh 
and his people. He then took the Israelites to the Mount Sina 
where Torah (Old Testament) was revealed to him by Allah. 
The Israelites, however, continued to disobey Allah and His 
Apostles. The Holy Qur' an describes the continued disobedience 
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and misdeeds of the Israelites in several places. A few relevant 
verses are quoted below: 

"And (remember) when We did deliver you from Pharaoh's 
folk, who were afflicting you with dreadful torment, slaying 
your sons and sparing your women: That was a tremendous 
trial from your Lord. And when We brought you through the 
sea and rescued you .... And when We gave unto Moses the 
Scripture and the Criterion ( ofright and wrong), that ye might 
be led aright. And when Moses said unto his people: 0 my 
people! ye have wronged yourselves by your choosing the calf 
(for worship), so tum in penitence to your Creator, and kill 
(the guilty), yourselves. That will be best for you with your 
Creator and He will relent towards you, Lo! He is the 
Relenting the Merciful" (2:49, 50, 53, 54). 

Christianity: Prophet Jesus Christ, son ofHadrat Maryam 
(Mary) was born at Bethlehem of Judea, near Jerusalem. 
About his birth the Holy Qur'an says: 

"(And remember) when the angels said: 0 Mary. Lo! Allah 
giveth thee glad tidings ofa Word from Him, whose name is 
the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, illustrious in the world and 
the Hereafter, and one of those brought near ( unto Allah). He 
will speak unto mankind in his cradle, and in his manhood, 
and he is of the righteous ..... And He will teach him the 
scripture and wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel" (3:45, 
46, 48). 

Christianity is more or less an offshootofJudaism and aims 
at enforcing the teachings ofTorah (Old Testament) in addition 
tothoseoflnjil (Gospel). ''The Christian religion in its foundation 
was but the renewing of that of Moses," says John Davenport. 

"Jesus Christ brought forward no new doctrine," says Dr. 
Harnack. 

Jesus Christ (Allah's blessings be on him) began to propagate 
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his Mission at the age of30 years. A very large number of Jews 
opposed him and the Roman Governor got him arrested 
charging him with treason against the State and insult of 
Judaism. He ordered him to be crucified but his plot was nipped 
in the bud by the Will of the Almighty, as the Qur'an says: 

" ... They slew him (Messiah Jesus, son of Mary) not, nor 
crucified him, but it appeared so unto them .... But Allah took 
him up untoHimself.AllahwaseverMighty, Wise"(4: 157- 
158). 

Roman Emperor: After a long time the Roman Emperor, 
Constantine, embraced Christianity and forced his people to 
accept it. Christian historians also admitthat Constantine used 
all kinds of violence for the propagation of this religion. Before 
the Emperor's acceptance of Christianity the four evangelists 
had recorded the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and added 
many things to the original text of lnjil (New Testament). It is 
also said that St. Paul and St. Peter were responsible for the 
polytheistic views which are now found in the religion of Jesus 
Christ. There are a large number off njils of which four are only 
recognised by majority of Christians. 

Trinity of the Christians: In course of time the Christians 
introduced the doctrine of Trinity (Tathlith) according to 
which Father (God), Son (Jesus Christ) and Holy Ghost 
(Gabriel) together make one Godhead. The Roman Catholics 
include Holy Mary also in the component parts of Godhead. 
John Davenport writes in his book Mohammed and Koran: 

"Jesus taught the beliefin one God but Paul, with the Apostle 
John, who was a Platonist, despoiled Christ's religion of all 
its unity and simplicity, by introducing the incomprehensive 
Trinity of Plato or Triad of the East and by defying two of 
God's attributes, namely, His Holy Spirit and His Divine 
Intelligence." 
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The Holy Qur'an addressing the people of the Book says: 

"O People of the Scripture! do not exaggerate in your religion, 
nor utter aught concerning Allah save the truth. The Messiah, 
Jesus son of Mary, was only a Messenger of Allah, and His 
Word which He conveyed unto Mary, and aspirit from Him. 
So believe in Allah and His Messenger, and say not "Three". 
(It is) better for you-Allah is only God. For it is removed 
from His transcendant Majesty that He should have a son." .... 
The Messiah will never scorn to be a slave unto Allah, nor will 
the favoured angels" ( 4: 171-172). 

The Christians are broadly divided into two sects: 

(i) The Roman Catholics with the Pope of Rome as their 
Spiritual Head. They keep images of Christ and Mary 
in churches and adore them. 

(ii) The Protestants. They are so called because their great 
leader of Germany, Martin Luther, protested against 
the despotism and dictatorial powers of the Pope and 
formed a new sect of Christianity. 



CHAPTER3 

RELIGION OF ISLAM 

[Islam the only Religion of God-Component Parts of Islam - 
Concept of God - Existence of God - Angels - Apostles - 
Scriptures - Hereafter - Islamic Injunctions - Kalimah-i 
Tayyibah-Prayers-Zakat-Fasting-Hajj-Akhlaq (Morals) 
Makaram-i-Akhlaq (Virtues), Raza 'il-i-Akhlaq (Vicesl-=Object 
of' the Prophet's Mission-A Few Sayings of the Prophet.] 

Islam the Only Religion of God: The Holy Qur'an 
emphatically says that the only religion of Allah is Islam: 

"Lo! Religion with Allah is Islam. Those who (formerly 
received the Scripture differed only after knowledge came 
unto them, through transgression among themselves ... (3: I 9)." 

t' And whoso seeketh as religion other than Islam it will not be 
accepted from him, and he will be a loser in the Hereafter" 
(3:85). 

Component Parts of Islam: The religion oflslam consists of 
three parts, namely (1) Beliefs ('Aqa 'id), (2) Religious 
Injunctions ('Ibadat) and (3) Akhlaq (Morals). As Islam is a 
religion between Man and Man as well as between Man and 
God, its followers are commanded to discharge their duties 
towards Allah as well as their fellow-beings. Now the three 
parts of Islam are detailed below separately: 

Section A.-'Aqa 'id (Beliefs) 
N.B. -Beliefs in one Allah, Angels, Prophets, Scriptures 

and the Hereafter are essential. 
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Islamic Concept of God: God is Omniscient and Omnipotent. 
He is not only the Creator of the Universe but also its Sustainer 
and Protector. It is He Who controls the world and determines 
the fortunes of the created beings. His power is unlimited and 
His law is supreme. 

Islamic concept of God is different from other concepts of 
the same. Non~Muslims generally maintain that Allah is the 
Arbiter of spiritual affairs only and has little or nothing to do 
with secular matters. They say that material and spiritual sides 
of! if e are I ike two po !es apart, and Allah's powers are confined 
to the latter only. "Give to Ceaser what is due to Ceaser and 
give God what is due to God" is the motto of such people. "But 
who is this Ceaser to share God's dues?" is a question which 
has been defying human intellect from time immemorial. 

The Qur'an abounds in verses which unmistakably declare 
that Allah is All in All in every sphere oflife. For example: 

"And if thou wert to ask them: Who created the heavens and 
the earth, and constrained the Sun and the Moon (to their 
appointed work)? they would say: Allah. How are they then 
turned away" (29:6 I). 

"Unto Him (Allah) belongeth all that is in the heavens and all 
that is in the earth. Lo! Allah He verily is the Absolute, the 
Owner of Praise" (22:64). 

"AndHe(Allah) it is who gave you life, thenHewillcauseyou 
to die and then will give you life (again) Lo! Man is- a varily 
ungrateful" (22:66). 

Another important difference between the Islamic and 
other concepts of God is that Islam, being essentially a 
monotheistic religion teaches us that Allah is One and One 
alone. There is none to question or share His Essence or 
Attributes. One ceases to be Muslim if one makes anybody 
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sharerof worship due to Allah. Polytheism in any form or shape 
must be condemned as it is the most serious and unpardonable 
sin. On the contrary, duality, trinity and plurality of gods has 
become part and parcel of other religions. 

"Lo! Allah forgiveth not that a partner should be ascribed 
untoHim.Heforgiveth(all)savethattowhomHewill, whose 
ascribth partners to Allah, he hath indeed invented a tremendous 
sin" (4:48). 

Existence of God: Logical, philosophical and theological 
arguments in support of the existence of God are many. A few 
of them are briefly given below: 

(i) The world is transient, and everything here is mortal 
and short-lived. Human intellect tells us that there must 
be some Being Who is permanent and eternal. This 
Eternal Being is God or Allah. 

(ii) The Universe and all its contents i.e.., the earth, the 
heavens, the stars, the sun, the moon, mountains, trees, 
animals etc., have been created by some One. They did 
not certainly spring up as a matter of chance or ace ident. 
If Taj Mahal of Agra, for example, required some 
experts in architecture for its coming into existence, 
how could this world with all its wonders come into 
being without a Maker. The order and design of the 
Universe with its matchless beauty compel us to believe 
in the existence of a Supreme Power, namely God. 

(iii) The world and all its things are defective in some 
respects or others. Nothing here is perfect. Naturally 
reason or common sense looks for a Being Who is 
perfect in all respects, and free ft.om all defects. This 
perfect Being is Allah or God. 

(iv) Philosophers in general, and Muslim philosophers in 
particular, maintain that all things of the world are 
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connected by the chain of causes and effects. Every 
thing here is the effect of some cause, and that cause 
also is caused by some other cause. In this process we 
finally come to a cause who is the cause of other things 
but Himself is not caused by anything. This Self 
existing cause is Allah or God. 

(v) The Qur 'anic argument: The Holy Qur'an proves the 
existence of God in a simple but natural way which 
cannot but appeal to common sense. For example: 
"Their Messengers said: Can there be doubt concerning 
Allah, theCreatoroftheheavensandtheearth"( 14: 10). 

"He is Allah, the Creator, the Shaperoutofnaught, Fashioner. 
His are the most beautiful names. All that is in the heavens and 
the earth glorified Him. He is the Mighty, the Wise" (59:24). 

"Everyone that is thereon ( on the earth)will pass away. There 
remaineth but the countenance of the Lord of Might and 
Glory" (55:26-27). 

" .... Verily, His is all creation and commandment" (7:54). 

Angels: Every Muslim must believe that Allah has created 
some non-physical beings, known as Angels. They may have 
some specific forms, but we are not supposed to know them. 
The Angels are chief officers of the Divine Secretariat, and 
their main duty is to worship Allah and carry out His orders 
forthwith. A few Angels are entrusted with the mission of 
communicating His directives to created beings. The Qur'an 
says: 

"And thou (0 Muhammad) see the Angels thronging round 
The Throne, hymning the praises of their Lord. And they are 
judged aright, and it is said: Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the 
Worlds" (39:75). 

" .... They (Angels) disobey not Allah in what He 
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commandeth them, but do that which they are commanded 
to do" (66: 6). 

"Say (0 Muhammad! to mankind): Who is an enemy to 
Gabriel (Jibra'il). For he it is who hath revealed this (Scripture 
viz. the Qur' an) to thy heart by Allah's order confirming that 
which was (revealed) before it, and guidance and glad tidings 
to Believers" (2:97). 

Apostles: God deputed a large numberof Apostles to guide 
mankind to the right path and preach the Divine religion 
throughout the length and breadth of the world. The reputed 
Muslim divine and scholar, Shah Waliullah of Delhi, writes in 
his well-known book Hujjatullah-il-Balighah: 

"A Prophet is sent to mankind by the Divine Being. He takes 
the people out of darkness and leads them to light. In his 
pleasure lies the pleasure of Allah and defiance ofhim means 
defiance ofand remoteness from Allah. As regards Prophet's 
responsibilities as Allah's Caliphs on the earth, it is they who 
execute the laws of religion with equity and justice." 

The Holy Qur'an makes mention of a few Prophets only. 
The first Prophet was the First Man, Hadrat Adam, and the 
Last Prophet was Hadrat Muhammad (Allah's blessings be on 
both of them). Two fundamental points of difference between 
the Final Apostle and other Apostles of Allah should be borne 
in mind, namely: 

( i) Other Apostles or Prophets were deputed by God for the 
guidance of certain peoples in certain countries and for 
certain times, but Hadrat Muhammad (peace be on him) 
was sent by God for all peoples in all countries and for 
all times, as the Qur'an says: "Say (0 Muhammad): O 
Mankind, Lo! I am the Messenger of Allah to you All- 
(the Messenger of) Him unto Whom belongeth the 
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sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. There is no 
God save Him" (7: 158). 

(ii) Hadrat Muhammad (peace be on him) was the Final 
Apostle of Allah and with him Prophethood was sealed once 
and for all, as the Holy Book says: "Muhammad is not the 
fatherofany man among you, but he is the Messenger of Allah 
and the seal of Prophets" (33:40). 

Further, the religion of Allah was completed and perfected 
with the advent of Hadrat Muhammad (peace be on him) as 
the Qur'an says: "This day have I perfected your religion for 
you and completed my favours unto you and have chosen for 
you Islam as religion" (5:3). It goes without saying that after 
completion and perfection of the Divine Mission there is no 
need of another Prophet or a new religion. 

It may be added here that Muslims must believe in all 
Apostles of Allah without any discrimination whatsoever, as 
all of them were deputed by God to preach the same religion. 
(4: 150-151). Fordetailsseethenextchapters(Nos. IV and V). 

Scriptures: Allah, the Most Exalted, was pleased to reveal 
Scriptures to some of His Messengers. The following four 
Books are well-known: 

(i) Torat (Old Testament) was revealed to Prophet Moses. 
(ii) Zabur (Collection of rhyms) to Prophet David. 

(iii) Injil (New Testament) to Prophet Jesus Christ. 

(iv) The Qur'an to the Final Prophet Muhammad (Allah's 
blessings be on all of them). 

PurityofQur'an: Ofall the Revealed Books the Qur'an is 
the only book which has remained pure and intact in the true 
sense of the term. It is exactly the same to-day as it was when 
it was revealed to Prophet Muhammad {peace be on him) over 
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fourteen centuries ago and shall remain the same as long as the 
world lasts. The Divine BeingHimselfhas been pleased to take 
full responsibility for keeping the text of the Qur' an intact as He 
says, addressing the Prophet: 

"Lo! Upon Us (resteth) the putting together thereof (Of the 
Qur'an) and the reading thereof. And when We read it follow 
thou the reading. Then Lo! upon Us (resteth) the explanation 
thereof' (75: 17-19). 

"Lo! We even We, revealed the Qur'an and Lo! We are its 
Guardian" ( 15:9). 

It may be added here that whenever the verses of the Qur' an 
were revealed to the Prophet he directed the scribes to place 
verses of similar nature together in one Surah (Chapter) and 
himself gave the name of each Surah. Before the Prophet's 
death all the verses of the Qur'an had been recorded, and 
Surahs named. The First Caliph Hadrat Abu Bakr put these 
surahs in the order suggested by the Prophet himself and later 
Caliph 'UthmanmadeanofficialcopyoftheQur'an(compiled 
previously by Hadrat Abu.Bakr) and gave it publicity throughout 
the Muslim Commonwealth. The writer of this book has 
discussed this question in his book: A Geographical History of 
the Qur 'an. 1 

Hereafter: Beliefin the Hereafter is essential. All Muslims 
must believe that on the Appointed Day all the dead people will 
be brought back to life and will appear before the Lord of the 
Universe and give Him an account of their deeds or misdeeds. 
Allah will reward the virtuous people for their good acts and 
punish the sinful for their misdeeds--though Allah may be 
pleased to forgive any one He likes. The rising of the dead on 
the Last Day has been described in various places in the Qur' an. 
For example: 

I. This book has been published by Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, Kashrniri Bazar, Lahore. 
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"When Earth is shaken with her (final) earthquake, and Earth 
yielded up her burdens, and Man saith What aileth her? That 
day she will relate her chronicles, because thy Lord inspireth 
her, that day mankind will issue forth on scattered groups to 
be shown their deeds. And whoso doeth good an atom's 
weight wi II see it then. And whoso doeth ill an atom's weight 
will see it then" (99: l-8). 

Section B.-'lbadat (Islamic Injunctions) 
In addition to the 'Aqa'id (Beliefs) mentioned above the 

following Injunctions are obligatory for every Muslim: 

(I) Kalimah-i-Tayyibah: It negates both Atheism and 
Polytheism. This Solemn Declaration means that there 
is no God but Allah and that Muhammad (peace be on 
him) is His Apostle. 

(2) · Prayers: For a matured Muslim five prayers a day are 
prescribed, namely, 'Fajr, Zuhr, 'Asr, Maghrib and 
'Isha'. Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Establish worship (i.e. offer prayers) at the going down of 
the Sun until the dark ofnight, and (the recital of) Qur'an at 
dawn" ( 17:78). 

It is hardly necessary to add that if prayers are said sincerely 
and from the core of heart, human mind will remain pure and 
free from all evils, as the Qur'an says: 

" .... And establish worship. Lo! Worship preserveth from 
lewdness and iniquity, but verily remembrance is more 
important" (29:45). 

The Apostle of God (may peace be on him) lays very great 
stress on congregational prayers all the five times. 

"Prayer is the pillar of Faith," says the Prophet (vide 
Baihaqi-Shu 'b-ul-Iman. 
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The main object of the congregational prayers is to create 
brotherly spirit among the Muslims and eliminate the difference 
between the rich and the poor and between high and low. 

(3) Zakat: (Poor-dues) must be paid by the rich for the 
relief of the poor. Allah, the Exalted, says: 

" ..... And establish worship (Say prayers) and pay Zakat and 
(so) lend unto Allah a goodly loan .... " (73:20). 

"You will neverobtain virtue until you spend of that ye which 
love .... " (3 :92). 

According to Islamic law, a person is regarded rich who has, 
after meeting all necessary expenses for himself and his family, 
accumulated silver, gold or other things to the value of 612 
grams silver or over. The rate of Zakat is one-fortieth of the 
savings which must be paid once a year. The deserving 
recipients of Zakat are listed in the Qur'an as under: 

"The alms are only for the poor and the needy, and those who 
collect them, and those whose hearts are to be reconciled, and 
to free the captives and debtors and for the cause of Allah and 
(for) the way-farers; a duty imposed by Allah. Allah is 
Knower and Wise" (9:60). 

The chief object of Zakat is to make provision for the poor 
Muslims and guard against luxury and extravagance, as is 
evident from the Qur'anic verses quoted above. 

"Zakat is the treasury of Islam," says the Prophet ( vide 
Tabrani). 

(4) Fasting: In early times some people (other than the 
people who had Revealed Books to their credit) fasted as mark 
of sorrow or as an appeal to an angry deity for obtaining 
favours. Nowadays some politicians and their workers resort 
to fasting or hunger-strike in order to get their demands 
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fulfilled at an early date. Fasting enjoined by Islam is quite 
different. It is a means of physical purification, moral elevation 
and spiritual perfection. The Holy Qur'an says: 

"O Believers! Fasting is ordained for you as it was done for 
those living before you, so that you guard against evil" 
(2: 128). 

All adult Muslims must fast during the whole month of 
Ramadan. The sick and those on journey are permitted not to 
fast till they recover from illness or complete their journey. 
Afterwards they must fast as soon as possible. Fasting enables 
the rich to feel the pangs of hunger and thirst and consequently 
generates in their minds a feeling of sympathy and compassion 
for the poor. Moreover, fasting accustoms man to patience and 
forbearance in time of want. 

"Fasting is a shield," says the Prophet (vide Nisa 'i Sharif). 

, ( 5) Hajj: The performance of Hajj is obligatory on every 
Muslim once in life provided that he is physically and mentally 
fit and has means to undertake the journey to Makkah and back 
and make necessary provision for his dependents during his 
absence. The Qur'an says: 

" .... And pilgrimage to the House (K'aba) isadutyuntoAllah 
for Mankind, for him who can find a way thither. As for him 
who disbelieveth, Lo! Allah is independent of ( all) creatures" 
(3:97). 

"And proclaim unto mankind the pilgrimage. lbeywill come 
unto thee on foot and on every lean camel: they will come from 
every deep ravine" (22:27). 

The institution of Hajj commemorates the memory of 
Prophets Abraham and Ismael (peace be on them). It is the 
most democratic institution of the world. On this occasion 
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every year Muslims of different climes and countries and of 
differenttastesandcoloursandofdifferentoutlooksand view 
points assemble at Makkah and Arafat and offer their individual 
and collective prayers to the Lord of the Universe. At least on 
this occasion the Muslims of the entire world realise that there 
is one God to worship, one Prophet to follow, one Religion to 
process and one Code oflaws to observe. "Hajj washes off sins 
as water washes off dirt," says the Prophet of Islam (vide 
Tabrani). 

N..i. The Muslims of different countries, high and low, have 
to put on a particular type of dress (called lhram) while 
performing Hajj, and all kinds of distinction among them are 
removed completely. 

It may be added that Friday prayer is a kind of "get 
together" of a particular locality, the 'Id prayer is that of a city, 
and the Hajj is that of the whole Muslim World. 

Section C.--Akhlaq (Morals) 

In addition to Beliefs and Injunctions, Islam gives us the 
best code oflife in order to improve our conduct and character 
by purging ourselves of our vices and adopting various kinds 
of virtues. 

A few virtues and vices are described below separately with . 
quotations from the Qur'an or Hadith or both: 

I. Virtues (Makarim-i-Akhtaq) 
Allah and His Apostle have commended us to observe the 

following virtues (among others): 

(I) Taqwa. It means fear of God and observance of duty to 
Allah. 
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"O ye who believe! Observe your duty to Allah (or Fear 
Allah) with right observance, and die not save as those who 
have surrendered ( unto Him)" (3: I 02). 

(2) 'Adi (Justice). It means doing justice to oneself and as 
well as to others. 

"O ye who believe! Be ye staunch in justice, witnesses for 
Allah, even though it be against yourselves or (your) parents 
or (your) kindred, whether (the case be of) a rich man or a poor 
man, for Allah is nearer unto both (than ye are) ... " (4: 135). 

"Verily one of the greatest) ihad is the word of justice before 
an oppressive king" (al-Hadith). 

(3) /hsan. ltmeansgood-goodwordorgooddeed. " .... And 
do good Lo! Allah loveth those who do good" (2: 195). 

( 4) Sabr (Patience and Steadfastness). "O yew ho believe! 
Seek help in steadfastness (patience) and prayer. Lo! 
Allah is with the steadfast" (2: 153). 

(5) Afiv (Forgiveness). "Adopt forgiveness and enjoin 
kindness and turn away from the ignorant" (7: I 99). 

(6) Shukr (Gratefulness, thanks). " .... And whosoever 
giveth thanks, he giveth thanks for (the good of) his 
soul. And whosoeverrefuseth-Lo! Allah is Absolute, 
is Owner of praise" (3 I: I 2). 

(7) Sidq (Truthfulness). "O ye who believe! be careful of 
your duty to Allah, and remain with the truthful" 
(9: 119). "Verily, truth gives salvation and falsehood 
kills" (al-Hadith). 

(8) Amanat (Trust and Confidence). "And if one of you 
entrusteth to another, let him who is trusted deliver up 
that which is entrusted to him and let him observe his 
duty to Allah" (2:283). 

(9) Rawadari: (Tolerance). "O Mankind! Lo! We have 
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created you male and female and have made you nations 
and tribes that ye may know one another. Lo! the 
noblest of you in the sight of Allah is the most pious of 
you" ( 49: 13 ). 

( I 0) Musawat: (Equality): Vide, the Qur 'anic verse quoted 
above (under Rawadari): "There is no preference for 
one over another but on the score ofreligion and piety". 
(al-Hadith). 

( I I) Ukhuwwat: (Brotherhood): "The Believers are nothing 
else than brothers. Therefore make peace between your 
brothers and observe your duty to Allah .... " (49: 10). 

"M uslims are brothers in faith and they must not oppress one 
another nor abondon assisting each othernor hold one another 
in contempt." (al-Hadith). 

( 12) Mihnat: (Labour or efforts), "Men shall have the 
benefit of what they earn and women shall have the 
benefit of what they earn." 

II. Vices (Raza'il-il-Akhlaq) 

Islam has enjoined us to abstain from the following vices 
(among others): 

(I) Hirs (greed). "And whose is saved from his own greed 
such are the successful" (64: 16). 

(2) Zu/m (Aggression). "And do not oppress. Lo! Allah 
loveth not aggression" (2: I 90). "And for oppressive 
people He (Allah) hath prepared a painful doom" 
(74:3 I). 

(3) Kidhb (Falsehood). " .... The curse of Allah is on those 
who speak lies .... /' (3:61). 

"Verily truth gives salvation and falsehood kills" (al 
Hadith). 



32 A Comparative S11a(r o/ Islam and Other Religions 

(4) Bukhl. (Miserliness). "And let not those who hoard up 
that which Allah hath bestowed upon them of His 
bounty think that it (hoarding or miserliness) is better 
for them. Nay, it is worse for them. That which they 
hoard wi II be their collaron the Day of Resurrection .... " 
(3: 180); "They who hoard up gold and silver and spend 
it not in the way of Allah, unto them give tidings of a 
painful doom." (9:34 ). The Prophet condemns a miser 
(vide. Tirmidhi-Sharifi. 

(5) Israf (Extravagance). "Lo! the squaderers were ever 
brothers of the devils and the devil ever was an ingrate 
to the Lord" ( 17:27). 

(6) Takkabbur (Pride, Vanity). "Tum not thy cheek in 
scorn towards the people, nor walk with pertness in the 
land. Lo! Allah loveth not each braggart boaster" 
(31: 18). 

(7) Nifaq (Hypocracy). "Allah promiseth the hypocrates, 
both men and women, and the disbelievers, fire of hell 
fortheirabode. ltwill suffice them. Allahcurseth them, 
and theirs is lasting torment" (9:68). 

(8) Fahsh (Lewdness iniquity). " .... Establish Worship 
(i.e. say prayers) and enjoin kindness and forbid 
iniquity .... " (31: 17). 

(9) N~frat(Hate, Deride). "Oye who believe! let not a folk 
deride or hate a folk who may be better than they (are), 
neither defame one another, not insult one another by 
nickname"(49: 11). 

( I 0) Ghibat (Backbiting). "And spy not, neither backbite 
one another. Would one of you love to eat the flesh of 
the dead brother" (49: 12). 

( 11) Sarqah (Theft). "And as far as the thief, both male and 
female, cut off their hand. It is the punishment of their 
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own deeds-and exemplary punishment from Allah" 
(5:38). 

(12) Fasad (Mischief). " .... Lo! Allah upholdeth not the 
work of mischief makers" (10:81). 

(13) Rishwat(Bribe). The Prophet says: "The one who gives 
bribe and one who receives it both are in the Hell" (Vide 
Tabrani). 

S.I.O. lNDIA 
.,,olichowld Unit 

Hyderabad. 



CHAPTER4 

RELIGION OF ISLAM (RETROSPECT) 

[Belief in Allah-Belief in Angels-Belief in Revealed Books (i.e. 
Scriptures)-Belief in the Prophets of God-Khatm-i-Nubuwat 
A new Imposter-Special Qualities of the Prophet of Islam-Day 
of Judgment-Definition of Islam-Polytheism in Practice-_ 
Virtuous Acts-A True Muslim-A lesson from the History of 
Muslims-Islam and Philosophy-Islam and Science}. 

"O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His Messenger and 
the Scripture which He hath revealed to His Messenger and 
the Scriptures which He revealed aforetime. Whoso 
disbelieveth in Allah and His Angels and His Scriptures and 
His Messengers and the Last Day he verily hath wandered far 
astray" (The Qur'an, 4: 136). 

"Islam is based," says the Apostle of Allah,"on Five things": 

(i) Declaration that there is no God but Allah and 
Muhammad (peace be on him) is the Apostle of Allah; 

(ii) Offering prayers (five times a day); 

(iii) paying Zakat (poor-due). 

(iv) fasting during Ramadan; 

(v) Performing Hajj of the K 'abah.1 

"Nay, but whatsoever surrendereth his purpose to Allah while 
doing good work, his reward is with his Lord; and there shall 

I. Bukhari Sharif and Muslim Shan/ 
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no fear come upon them, neither they shall grieve" (The 
Quran, (2: 112). 

Now I would try to explain each and every part of the Faith 
oflslam in detail. 

( 1) Belief in the Oneness of Allah. The Qur'an says: 

"Say (0 Muhammad): He is Allah, the One. Allah the 
eternally Besought of all. He begetteth not nor was begotten. 
And there is none comparable unto Him" (112: 1-4). 

Now, ifa person claims that he believes in one God and at 
the same time holds that God has son or daughter or ascribes 
Divine powers to saints or monks or worships tombs or 
anything other than God in any form or shape, can such a 
person be a Muslim by any stretch of imagination? Certainly 
not: This sort of double dealing or self-contradiction in respect 
ofreligion was current before the advent ortslam. TheQur'an, 
referring to the Jews and Christians, says: 

"And the Jews say: Ezra is the son of Allah, and the Christians 
say: The Messiah is the son of Allah. That is their saying with 
their mouths. They imitate the sayings of those who 
disbelieved of old. They have taken as Lords, besides Allah, 
their rabbis and their monks and the Messiah, son of Mary, 
when they were commanded to worship only One God .... " 
(9:30-31 ). 

Consequently those Muslims who worship anything other 
than Allah or ascribe Divine powers to any person, however 
dignified he may be, are no more included in the fold of 
Believers than the Jews and Christians described in theQur'anic 
verses quoted above. Further, the Holy Book says: 

"They indeed have disbelieved who say: Lo! Allah is the 
Messiah, son of Mary. Say: Who then can do aught against 
Allah, if He had willed to destroy the Messiah son of Mary, 
and his mother and everyone on earth? .... " (5: 17). 
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The Prophet of God is reported to have said: 

"The best words spoken by me and Prophets preceding me 
are: 'There is none worthy of obedience than Allah. He is 
unique. He has no partner (nor associates). Sovereignty and 
kingdom belong to Him alone. Allah, praise is due only to 
HIM. He has complete authority over everything."2 

(2) Belief in Angels. The Holy Qur'an says: 

" .... Righteous is he who believeth in Allah, and the Last Day 
and the Angels and the Scripture and the Prophets" (2: 177). 

As said in the third chapter it is incumbent on Muslims to 
believe in the existence ofall Angels without discrimination. It 
may be worth nothing that the Jews used to differentiate 
between one angel and another and regarded Gabriel and 
Michael as their enemies. Allah says: 

"Who is an enemy to Allah and His Angels and Hrs 
Messengers, and Gabriel and Michael then lo! Allah (Himself) 
is an enemy to the disbelievers" (2:98). 

(3) Belief in Revealed Books: As stated earlier, the well 
known Scriptures or Revealed Books are Taurat, Zabur, lnjil 
and Qur'an. Of these the Qur'an is the only Revealed Book 
which has successfully defied all kinds of adulteration. Each 
and every word of the Qur'an is today exactly the same as it was 
when it was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace by on 
him). 

Allah Himselfhas taken full responsibility for its protection. 
"Lo! We, even We, revealed the Qur'an and Lo! We are its 
guardian" (15:9). 

The infidels of Arabia doubted the Divine origin of the 
Qur'an and said that it had been invented by the Prophet 
himself or somebody else did it for him. Allah challenged them 

2. Tirmidhi Sharifi! 
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saymg: 

"Say (0 Muhammad): Verily, though mankind and the Jinn 
should assemble to produce the like of the Qur' an, they could 
not produce the like thereof though they were helpers one of 
another" ( 17: 88). 

"And if ye are in doubt concerning that which We revealed 
unto Our Slave (Muhammad), then produce a surah of the 
like thereof, and call your witnesses besides Allah, if ye are 
truthful" (2:23 ). 

Butthe Arabs failed to produce even asinglesur-ah like that 
of the Qur'an. 

In short, every Muslim must believe in each and every word 
of the Holy Qur'an, and ifanybody disbelieves in anyvecse of 
it, he will be regarded a disbeliever in the whole Qur'an and 
consequently he will cease to be a Muslim. 

It may be added that a Muslim has got to believe in other 
Scriptures (Revealed Books) also. Though they have undergone 
some adulterations through human efforts, a good deal of 
Divine revelations are also there. As Iman cannot be complete 
without believing in all Holy Scriptures, we must accept all of 
them, minus the portions that have been adulterated by human 
agency. 

( 4) Belief in Prophets of God: As said in the previous 
chapter, all Messengers of God preached the same religion and 
tried their best to take the people out of darkness and lead them 
to light. As all of them were deputed by the Lord of the universe 
to guide the people to the right path, it is the bounden duty of 
every Muslim to believe in all of them without any discrimination 
as the Holy Qur'an says: 

"Lo! those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers, and 
seek to make distinction between Allah and His Messengers 
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and say: We believe in some and disbelieve in others, and seek 
to choose a way in between, such are disbelievers in truth, and 
for disbelievers We prepare a shameful doom" ( 4: 150-151 ). 

Now, if any person says that he believes in some Prophets 
and disbelieves in others, he cannot be called a Muslim or 
Believer. 

(5) Finality of Prophethood Muhammad: The Holy 
Qur'an says: 

"Muhammad is not the father of any man among you; but he 
is the Messengerof Allah and the seal ofProphets ... " (33 :40). 

The Prophet himself says: "There shall be no Prophet after 
me. "3 Hence if a man claims to be a Muslim and at the same time 
disbelieves in the Finality of the Prophethood of Hadrat 
Muhammad (may peace be on him) or choose another man as 
a new Prophet, his claim cannot be tenable by any jugglery of 
words or stretch ofimagination. One can be a Muslim either by 
believing in all the verses of the Qur'an or a non-Muslim by 
rejecting some or all of them. There is no midway between the 
two. 

A New Imposter: During the last decade of the last century 
a certain person of the Punjab, with the blessings of the British 
Rulers, proclaimed prophethood. Naturally the Muslim 
community, excepting a few misguided and self-seeking persons, 
rejected the above claim as it clearly militated against the 
verses of the Qur'an and Sayings of the Prophet of Islam. 
Later, the claimant and his followers took shelter behind an 
absurd theory that he was simply azilli prophet, not a Tashri 'i 
Prophet, i.e., he did not preach a new religion, but only 
propagated the religion oflslam according to the inspiration he 
claimed to have received from Divinity. This whole contention 
is an absolute non-sense. Firstly, because the Qur'an and 
3. Bukhari Sharif 
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Hadith emphatically rule out the possibility of another Prophet 
of any type after the Final Apostle, Muhammad (peace be on 
him). Secondly, because all Divine Messengers between 
Prophets Moses and Muhammad were the full-fledged Prophets 
(not Zilli) though they did not introduce a new faith. They 
practised and preached the religion of Prophet, Moses (peace 
be on him). Moreover, all the Prophets had God-given education 
direct and none of them had been schooled. On the contrary, 
this new claimant to Prophethood read in a school and served 
in an office as a clerk regularly. His whole life is before us, and 
throughout he was a favourite of anti-Muslim British rulers. By 
no juggling of expression could he be taken a God-inspired 
man. He was a British gifted man, and was chosen by his 
masters to create disunity and disaffection among various 
sections of Muslim community. He has even changed the 
meanings of some verses of the Qur' an. There is another point 
against him. Every Apostle of Allah was buried in the place 
where he died, but this man died in one place and was buried 
elsewhere. 

Special qualities of the Prophet. The Holy Qur'an says: 

"O Prophet! Lo! We have sent thee as a witness and a bringer 
of good tidings and a warner. And as a summoner unto Allah 
by His permission and as a lamp that giveth light" (33 :45-46). 

Allah has given preference to some Apostles over others 
although Believers must believe in all of them without 
discrimination, as He says: 

"Of the Messengers, some of whom We have caused to excel 
others, and of whom there are some unto whom Allah spoke, 
while some of them He exalted (above others) in degree ... " 
(2: 253). 

A few points of excel Jenee which distinguish the Prophet of 
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Islam from other Apostles are given below: 

(i) All Apostles were deputed by Allah for the guidance of 
certain peoples in certain countries and for a limited 
period of time only, but Hadrat Muhammad (peace be 
on him) was sent by Allah for all peoples of all countries 
and for all times as long as the world exists. The religion 
of Allah was perfected and completed through the 
Prophet as the Qur'an says: 

" .... This day have I perfected your religion for you and 
completed My favour unto you, and have chosen for you 
Islam as religion .... " (5:3). 

(See.also the previous chapter) 

(ii) The followers of the Apostle oflslam are described in 
the Qur'an as the best nation of the world as under: 

"Ye (Muslims) are the best community that hath been raised 
up for Mankind. Ye enjoin right conduct and forbid indecency, 
and ye believe in Allah" (3: 110). 

(iii) The Holy Qur'an that was revealed to Hadrat 
Muhammad (peace be on him) is the only Scripture that 
has remained pure and intact up till now and shall 
remain pure till the world lasts as Allah takes full 
responsibility for its protection: 

"Lo! We, even We, revealed the Qur'an and lo! We are its 
guardian" (15:9). 

(iv) Divine Messengers came to every country in the past for 
the guidance of mankind. It is said that one lakh twenty 
four thousand Apostles were deputed by God to guide 
mankind. But in many cases history is silent about their 
lives and teachings. For example, we do not know with 
certainly when the Messengers responsible for Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, etc., came to the world and 
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what their exact teachings were. Even Judaism and 
Christianity which are generally recognised to be 
Revealed Religions, do not give us necessary information 
about the lives and work of Prophets Moses and Jesus 
Christ (peace be on them). On the contrary, full accounts 
of the life of the Apostle oflslam and all his achievements 
in various spheres of activity are recorded in the Books 
of ahadith and biography, etc. based on historical 
evidences whose authenticity cannot be questioned by 
any unbiased person. Thus he is a historical personage 
in the real sense of the term. 

(6) Day of Judgment: All Muslims are enjoined to believe 
in the Day ofResurrection and Day of Judgment. According to 
Islam, life is a continuous thing, not ended by death. Death is 
some sort of check post for exit, i.e. a door from which one 
passes from the present world to the Hereafter. This world and 
the next are I inked together. On the Day of Judgment Al lah wi 11 
reward the virtuous people for their good deeds and punish the 
sinful people for their misdeeds. Allah, however, has always 
special prerogatives to forgive whomever He likes. 

(7) Jbadat (Islamic Injunctions): Every Muslim must 
believe in his heart of hearts that Prayers, Fasting, Zakat and 
Hajj are essential for those who can afford to observe them. If 
anyone dis be I ieves in anyone of them, he ceases to be a Muslim 
(for details see the previous Chapter). The reader knows that 
some tribes of Arabia refused to pay Zakat during the regime 
of the First Caliph, Had rat Abu Bakr, and this refusal rendered 
them Ka.firs (disbelievers), and the Caliph waged Jihad on 
them. 

The Prophet of Allah (peace be on him) is reported to have 
said: 

4. Tirmidhi Sharif, Vol. II. (Hajjat-ul-Wida' '). 
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"Prayer is a proof, Fasting is a strong and safe shield, and 
Sadaqah ( charity) erodes sins as water extinguishes fire. "4 

Definition of/slam: The religion oflslam is really a blending 
of various elements into one harmonious whole. It includes all 
secular and spiritual activities of man. No element ofhuman life 
can be separated from or independent of the jurisdiction of 
Islam. It should be borne in mind that Islam is not a religion of 
beliefs and rituals only as other religions of the world are. It is 
a complete code of life to be followed individually and 
collectively from the cradle to the grave. Islam is not a religion 
in the sense in which it is ordinarily understood. Islam is really 
a religious movement inaugurated by the First Messenger of 
Allah. Adam, and completed and perfected by the Last Prophet 
Muhammad (may peace be on both of them). The intervening 
stages having been developed by the Apostles deputed by Allah 
for the guidance of Mankind from time to time. 

Definition of Islam: In the light of the above the exact 
definition of the religion of Islam is: 

Islam is a religion which enjoins: 

(i) Belief in Allah, Angels, Scripture, Apostles, Day of 
.Judgment. 

(ii) Belief in the compulsory observance of Prayers, Zakat 
(poor-dues), Fasting during Ramadan and Hajj of the 
K'abah. 

(iii) Belief in the necessity of good moral character (as 
enunciated in the Quran and Hadith) . 

As said before, a Muslim must believe in all items noted 
above without descrimination. After beliefifa person performs 

1 all injunctions referred to above, he will be a good or ideal 
Muslim, otherwise he will be a Muslim but not a good Muslim. 
Failure to believe in anyone item mentioned above renders one 
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non-Muslim, but failure to perform Prayers, Zakat, Fast or 
/-lajj will make one Fasiq (sinful) and not Kafir (infidel). 

In addition to the above-mentioned definitions oflslam the 
Prophet has also said: 

(i) "He has no belief who is not trustworthy, and he has no 
religion who does not fulfil his promise."' 

(ii) "A Muslim is a brother to another Muslim.:" 

(iii) "No man has believed perfectly until he likes for his 
brothers what he likes for himself?" 

(iv) "None of you can be a Believer until his desires are 
subordinated to what I have taught you" 

(v) "A Muslim is he from whose tongue and hands Muslims 
are safe.?" 

(vi) In reply to a questions by a Companion of the Prophet 
regarding Iman (Belief) The Prophet said: 
"Forbearance and generousity."!" 

(vii) "You are Mu 'min (Believers) when good appears good 
to you and evil appears evil to you". 

The chief objects oflslam are noted below: 

( i) Islam is a religion which determines relationship between 
man and man, between man and nature and between 
man and God. 

(ii) Islam is a religion which enables man to work out the 
hidden faculties and potentialities of man in the most 
rational way. 

(iii) Islam successfully helps man to co-ordinate the physical 
and spiritual sides of human existence. -----~ 

5. Mishkat Sharif 

7. Bukhari Sharif Muslim Sharif, 
9. !hid 

6. Tirmidhi Sharif 

8. Mishkat Sharif 
10. Muslim Sharif. 
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(iv) Islam is a guarantee for raising the standard oflife and 
improving the conduct and character of man. 

(v) Islam is a religion which describes the real purpose of 
the creation of the Universe. 

(vi) Islam teaches us to make the best use of the universe 
which is a totality of time, space and matter. 

Polytheism in Practice: It is everybody's knowledge that 
people claim to be Muslims but indulge in polytheistic activities 
and ignore Islamic teachings about the Tawhid or Oneness of 
the Divine Being. 

(i) Some Muslims hold that Sufis and Auliya know the 
unseen. But the Qur'an is emphatic on the point that 
save Allah none knows the Unseen. It is Allah Himself 
Who reveals the Unseen to any of His Messengers He 
chooses. Hence the Prophets of God do not know the 
Unseen without the Divine Revelation. 

"Allah is the knower of the Unseen, and He revealeth unto 
none His secret, save unto any Messenger whom He hath 
chosen .... " (72:26-27). 

" ..... And it is not (the will of) Allah to let you know the 
Un_seen. But Allah chooseth of His Messenger whom He will 
(to receive its knowledge ..... ") (3: 179). 

"Say (0 Muhammad): None in the heavens and the earth 
knoweth the Unseen save Allah and they know not when they 
will be raised again (27:65). 

(ii) A considerable number of Muslims maintain that Sufis 
and Pirs have some hand in the matter oflife and death. 
For this purpose they visit the tomb; of the Sufis and 
pray there for the postponement of one's death. This 
sort of practice is certainly against the teachings of the 
Quran which says: 
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"He (Allah) hath created life and death so that He may try you 
which of you is best in conduct" (67:2). 

"But Allah reprieveth no soul when its term (time of death) 
cometh .... "(63:11). 

(iii) Many people neglect their duties and only rely on the 
good wish and prayer of Pir Sahib for their success in 
their examination, service, marriage, etc. These people 
must realise that hard work is the first and foremost 
condition for success here as well as Hereafter. Prayer 
succeeds if it is accompanied by action. The Qur'an 
says: 

"Every soul is a pledge for its own deeds (74:38). 

"And that man hath only that for which he maketh effort" 
(53:39). 

In short, shirk (polytheism) openly or privately is the root 
of all evils. There is none to share the powers and supremacy 
of the Almighty. Shirk is the most heinous crime. 

(iv) Tomb-worship is strictly prohibited. The Prophet said: 

"Wrath of Allah will befall those people who treat the graves 
of their Prophets like mosques (which are places of worship.)"11 

Virtuous Acts: Iman (Belief) and 'Amal i-Salili (virtuous 
act) are closely interrelated and one remains incomplete without 
the other. A section ofreligious scholars maintains that action 
is part and parcel of belief and consequently Iman increases or 
decreases accordingly as action is good or bad. Another group 
of Muslims well versed in Islamic studies say that 'Amal 
(action) is not part of Iman (belief) but it is essential for the 
same. In other words, all Muslim scholars and divines are 
unanimous that Iman (Belief) and 'Amal (Action) both are 
necessary to make a good Muslim. Iman is something which is 
located in one's heart, and its practical value is manifested only 
I I. Imam Malik 
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by one's deeds. Iman without action is like a tree which bears 
no fruit, or it is like meal having no salt. "By the declining day, 
verily, mankind is in a stateofloss, save those who believe and 
do good work and exhort one another to truth and exhort one 
another to endurance" ( I 03: 1-3 ). 

Islam is a combination of beliefs and good deeds, and all 
rewards promised by Allah and His Messenger for Muslims are 
subject to the condition that their record is ful 1 of virtuous acts. 
The Qur'an says: 

"Lo! Those who believe and do good work and establish 
worship and pay the poor-due, their reward is with their Lord, 
and there shall no fear come upon them, neither shall they 
grieve" (2:277). 

"Lo! Those who believe and do good work, theirs are the 
gardens of Paradise for welcome, wherein they will abide with 
no desire to be removed from thence. 

"All actions will be judged according to motives" says the 
Prophet of Allah".12 

One will be a sincere and loyal Muslim ifone discharges all 
religious and secular duties satisfactorily and bears a good 
moral character. On the contrary, one shall be an insincere and 
disloyal Muslim ifone neglects religious and secular duties and 
indulges in immoral acts. 

A True Muslim. The HolyQur'an describes the qualifications 
ofa really accomplished Muslim as follows: 

"It is not righteousness that ye tum your faces to the East and 
the West; but righteous is he who believeth in Allah and the 
Last Day and the Angels and the Scriptures and the Prophets; 
and giveth his wealth, for love of Him, to kinsfolk and to 
orphans and the needy and the wayfarer and to those who ask, 
and to set slaves free; and observeth proper worship and 

12. Bukhari Sharif: 
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payeth the poor-due. And those who keep their treaty when 
they make one, and the patient in tribulation and adversity and 
time of distress. Such are they who are sincere and such are 
the God-fearing." (2: 177) 

Lesson.from History of Muslims: "One lesson I have learnt 
from the history of Muslims at critical moments in their 
history," said Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal, the world-renowned 
poet-philosopher, in courseofhis Presidential Address delivered 
at the Annual Session of the All-India Muslim League held at 
Allahabad in 1930, "is that it is Islam that has saved Muslims 
and not vice versa. If today you focus your vision on Islam and 
seek inspiration from the evervitalising ideas embodied in it, 
you wi II be only reassembling your scattered forces, regaining 
your lost integrity, and thereby saving yourself from total 
destruction." 

Islam and Philosophy: The Muslims' achievements in the 
domain of philosophy are well known. The famous European 
historian, Draper, writes in his book Conflict between Religion 
and Science: In less than a century after the death ofM uhammad, 
(Peace be on him) translations of the chief Greek authors had 
been made into Arabic." The great Muslim scholar Syed 
Ameer Ali writes in his world known book The Spirit of Islam: 

"Each great nation of the world has had her golden age. 
Athens had her Periclean era; Rome had her Augustan age; so 
too had the Islamic world its epoch of glory. Under the first 
six Abbas id Caliphs, but specially under Mamoon, the Muslims 
formed the Vanguard of Civilization .... Under the inspiring 
influence of the Great Prophet, who gave them a code and a 
nationality, and assisted by their sovereigns, the Saracens 
caught up the lessons of wisdom from the East and the West, 
combined them with the teachings of the Master, and started 
from soldiers into scholars". 
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All Muslim philosophers believethatreligion and philosophy 
corroborate each other in all fundamental problems. The 
world-known Muslim philosopher, Ibn Rushd (i.e. Averroes) 
says that the study of Philosophy is helpful for a correct 
understanding of religion. Both are inter-related, and both aim 
at seeking perfection in their own ways. The Holy Qur'an 
frequently advances philosophical and scientific arguments in 
support of the existence and Oneness of God, and these can 
hardly be appreciated by a person who is totally ignorant of 
philosophy and logic (vide his books "The Concordance of 
Religion and Philosophy" and "The Demonstration ofReligious 
Dogmas"). 

Islam and Science: The Muslim's contributions to various 
branches of Science have been appreciated by scholars of the 
East and the West. The eminent European Orientalist, 
Emmanuel Deutsch, writes about the guiding spirit of Qur' an 
and the Arabs' unrivalled achievements in various branches of 
science and philosophy in addition to their military conquests: 

"A book (the Qur'an) by the aid of which the Arabs 
conquered a world. greater than that of Alexander the Great, 
greater than that of Rome and in as many tens of years as the 
latter had wanted hundreds to accomplish her conquests; by 
the aid of which they alone, of all Semites, came to Europe as 
kings, whither the Phoeniclians had come as tradesmen and 
the Jews as fugitives or captives, came to Europe to hold up 
together with these fugitives the lightofhumanity; they alone, 
while darkness lay around to raise up the wisdom and 
knowledge of Hellas from the dead, teach Philosophy, 
Medicines. Astronomy and the golden art of song to the East 
as to the West, to stand as the cradle of modem science and 
to cause us late epigony for ever to weep over the day when 
Granada fell." 



CHAPTERS 

BELIEF IN QUR' AN AND 
DISBELIEF IN HADITH 

[Unity of Religion-Beginning of Discord-Modern Khawrijites+ 
Commencement of the Revelation of the Qur 'an-Preaching the 
Mission of Allah-Four sources of Muslim Law=Kalima-i 
Tayyibah-How can Disbelievers obey?-Is the Qur'an alone 
enough?-Genuine Ahadith-Compilation of the Books of 
A hadith-Conc/usion.] 

Unity of Religion. Islam is essentially one undivided and 
indivisible religion which admits of no group, caste or sect 
whatsoever. The Holy Qur'an says: 

"Lo! This, your religion, is one religion, and I am your Lord. 
So worship Me" (21 :92). 
"And hold fast, all of you together, to the cable of Allah, and 
do not separate. And remember Allah's favour unto you: how 
ye were enemies and He made friendship between your hearts 
so that ye became as brothers by His grace" (3: I 03). 
"The Believers are naught else than brothers Therefore make 
peace between your brothers and observe your duty to Allah 
so that ye obtain mercy" (49: 10). 
The Prophet of Allah says: 
"All creatures of God are His family, and he is the most 
belovedof God who does the greatest good to His creatures. "1 

I. Bukhari Sharif. 
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Further, Allah is "Rabbull-Aalamin (Lord of worlds) and 
Malik-un-Naas(KingofMankind). HeisCreatorand Sustainer 
of the Universe. 

The world-known philosopher-poet, Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, 
says: 

"It seems to me that God is slowly bringing home to us the 
truth that Islam is neither nationalism nor imperialism but a 
league of nations which recognises sufficient boundaries and 
racial distinction for facility of reference only, and not for 
restricting the social horizon of its members." 

The above view of Dr. lq bal is really based on the following 
verse on the Holy Qur'an" 

"O Mankind, lo! We have created you male and female, and 
have made you nations and tribes that ye may know one 
another" ( 49: 13). 

Beginning of Discord: As ill-luck would have it, political 
dissentions began among the followers of Islam in the latter 
period of Caliph 'Uthrnan's regime. It attained momentum 
during and after the Battle of Siffin fought between the fourth 
Caliph, Hadrat 'Ali, and his rival HadratMu'awiyah. The first 
group of Muslim, who seceded from the united Muslim nation 
were known as Khwarijites (secessionists) who invented the 
strange doctrine that "the Qur'an is sufficient for all problems 
oflife and therefore there is no need ofHadith." They rose in 
revo It against Caliph Hadrat 'Ali but were crushed by him in the 
battlefield. After some time one of the Khwarij ites, lbn M ulj irn, 
assassinated Hadrat 'Ali while the latter was leading Morning 
Prayer in congregation in the mosque ofKufah on 23 Ramadan 
40. 

ModernKhwarijites:AgroupofKhawarijites(Secessionists) 
have recently raised their head in a different form. They are 
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generally called "Munkir-i-Hadith" (Disbelievers in the words 
and deeds of the Prophet of Islam). They like to follow the 
pattern of the previous Khwarijites and openly say that the 
Qur 'an is quite enough for all needs and requirements in 
spiritual as well as secular spheres oflife, and consequently it 
is not necessary to believe in what the Prophet said or did. 
Another point which the disbelievers in Hadith raise is that the 
existing books of Ahadith are, in their opinion, full of bogus, 
doubtful and weakAhadith and hence it is advisable to ignore 
them altogether. 

Before I meet the two objections of disbelievers in Hadith, 
I would like to consider the following questions which force 
themselves on one's mind in this context: 

(i) ls it practicable to believe in the words of Allah (i.e. 
Qur'an) and disbelieve in the words and deeds of His 
Messenger (i.e. Ahadith); 

(ii) Supposing for argument's sake that the two aforesaid 
things are practicable does it make sense that a person 
believes in the Qur'an sincerely and at the same time 
disbelieves in Ahadith? It would require some details to 
answer the above questions. 

Commencement of the Revelation of the Qur'an: One day, 
during the month of Ramadan, when Hadrat Muhammad 
(peace be on him) was passing his secluded life at Hira' (a 
desert hill near Makkah), thefirstrevelationcametohim(when 
he was forty years old). He heard a voice "Read." He said: "I 
cannot read." Again he heard a voice "Read". He said: "I 
cannot read." At last he said: "What can I read?" Then the 
following verses of the Qur'an were revealed to the Prophet: 

"Read! In the name of thy Lord Who createth, Createth man 
from a clot. Read: And it is thy Lord, the most Bounteous Who 
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teacheth by the pen, Teacheth the man that which he knew 
not." (96: 1-5). 

Preaching of the Mission of Allah: When the above verses 
were revealed to the Prophet, he communicated them first to 
his wife, Hadrat Khadijah, and afterwards to Hadrat Abu Bakr, 
Hadrat 'Ali and Hadrat Zayd b. Harithah. They immediately 
believed in the version of the Prophet and accepted the new 
Faith. Slowly but steadily the religion oflslamspread from one 
comer of Arabia to another, and before the demise of the 
Prophet almost the entire land of Arabia was Muslimised. 

Now I come to the above-mentioned questions. 

(i) If Hadith (i.e. what is said or done or approved by the 
Prophet) is unacceptable, as the disbelievers in Hadith 
say, how could one be s'!re that what was said to be the 
Qur'an was actually the word of Allah? 

(ii) If one does not believe in Hadith, how could one know 
with certainty that Hadrat Muhammad (peace be on 
him) was really the Prophet of Allah? 

The Holy Qur'an simply mentions the name of Muhammad 
as the Messenger of Allah, but there is no mention of his 
parentage, family or tribe. There were a number of persons 
named Muhammad at Makkah at that time. It is through 
Ahaditb (i.e. the words and deeds of the Prophet) that the 
people knew that Hadrat Muhammad, son of' Abdullah of the 
Hashimite family belonging to the Quraysh tribe of Makkah, 
was intended by the word Muhammad, mentioned in Holy 
Qur'an and none else bearing the same name. 

(iii) DothedisbelieversinHadithcontendthatAllahHimself 
is charged with the responsibility of communicating the 
news of the revelation of the Qur'an direct to all human 
beings of the world--not only those who lived at that 
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time but also to those who would be born in future until 
the Day of Resurrection, as Islam is an eternal Faith? It 
is hardly necessary to say that this sort of contention is 
nothing but sheernonsense, not worthy of consideration. 

Four Sources of Muslim Law. As the student of Islamic 
studies knows, the following are real sources of Muslim Law: 

( i) The Qur' an ( revealed by Allah to the Prophet o fl slam); 

(ii) The Ahadith (the sayings and doings of the Prophet); 

(iii) The Ijma' ( consensus among the Companions of the 
Prophet or subsequent Muslim jurists); 

(iv) The Qiyas (cases based on analogy). 

At present I am concerned with the first two sources only. 

The Qur' an is the first and foremost source ofour information 
regarding the religion of Islam. All fundamental injunctions 
and commandments of Allah are embodied in it. As the religion 
oflslam includes all departments oflife, the teachings of the 
Qur'an are also comprehensive enough to cover all basic 
principles of human existence. 

What is said or done or approved by the Prophet of Islam 
is called Hadith. Hadith is really an amplification of the 
principles mentioned in the Qur'an. It helps us to ascertain the 
exact meaning of the verses of the Scripture, and also tells us 
how to implement the teachings thereof successfully. Hadith 
removes doubts, if any, in the interpretation of the verses of the 
Holy Book. No sensible person can deny that Haditb is 
essential for the understanding and appreciation of the Qur'an. 
On several occasions the Companions of the Prophet asked 
him the meaning of some verses of the Qur'an and he was 
pleased to explain the real significance thereof. When the 
Prophet's interpretation or explanation (i.e. Hadith) of the 
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verses of the Qur'an was necessary at the time of their 
revelation, how can it become unnecessary now? Do the 
disbelievers in Hadith claim to understand the Scripture better 
than the Companions of the Prophet? 

Many disbelievers in Hadith profess to be experts and 
specialists in the Qur'an and its literature, but the truth of the 
matter is that they have scanty· knowledge of Arabic and 
Islamic studies and entirely depend on the Orientalists' 
translation of the Holy Book into English and other Western 
languages. These disbelievers in Hadith ought to realise that 
the meaning, beauty, eloquence, precepts and message of the 
Qur'an in its original Arabic text cannot be retained in 
translations, however excellent they may be otherwise. It 
would be pertinent to quote here the view of an English 
Muslim, who was well versed in Islamic learning and lore, 
about the translations of the Qur'an into other languages: 

"some of the translations include commentation offensive to 
Muslims and almost all employ a style of language which 
Muslimsatoncerecogniseasunworthy .... Itmaybereasonably 
claimed that no Holy Scripture can be fairly presented by one 
who disbelieves its inspiration and its message."2 

Kalimah-i-Tayyibah. First basic principle of religion of 
Islam is "There is no God save Allah and Muhammad is the 
Messengerof Allah."Now, what is the real significance of this 
Kalimah-i-Tayyibah't By believing in the Oneness of Allah we 
do not mean a lip-expression of His Oneness, but a whole 
hearted conviction that Allah is realy One and there is none·to 
match or equal Him in His Essence or Attributes, and that He 
alone is worthy of our worship and none else. Now, if a person 
claims to be Muslim but at the same time worships Saints and 
Sufis or adores the tombs of Pirs, it will be traversity of truth 
2. Vide. The foreword of The Meaning of the Glorious Koran by Mohammad Marmaduke 

Pickthall. 
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to accept him as a true Muslim. We must bear in mind that belief 
in Oneness of Allah is not merely an abstract theory but a 
principle of practical value. Thisbeliefmustbereflected in our 
words and deeds. 

Similarly, when a person claims to believe in the Prophethood 
ofHadrat Muhammad (peace be on him) he is in duty bound to 
obey him sincerely and faithfully and observe all injunctions 
prescribed by him. Now, ifa person says that he believes in the 
ProphethoodofMuhammad but disbelieves in whatthe Prophet 
says or does (i.e. he does not accept Ahadith), it would be a 
misnomer to call him a Believer. It would be mockery of 
religion if one believes a thing theoretically and rejects it 
practically. 

The Holy Qur'an abounds in verses which commands us to 
believe in the Prophet and act up to his teachings. A few verses 
of the Holy Book commanding the Believers to obey Allah and 
the Prophet unconditionally and carry outtheirorders faithfully 
are quoted below: 

"Say (0 Muhammad to Mankind) Obey Allah and the 
Apostle. But if they tum away, lo! Allah loveth not the 
disbelievers (in His guidance) (3:32). 

"Obey Allah and obey His Messenger, but if ye turn away, 
then the duty of Our Messenger is only to convey (the 
message) plainly." (64: 12). 

"(My duty is) Conveyance (of the truth) from Allah and His 
Messages; and whose disobeyeth Allah and His Messenger, 
Lo! his is fire of Hell, wherein such dwel for ever" (72:23). 
"Whoso obeyeth the Prophet obeyeth Allah and whoso 
turneth away, We have not sent thee (0 Muhammad) as a 
warder over them" ( 4:80). 

The Prophet says: "Whoever obeyed me obeyed Allah and 
whoever disobeyed me disobeyed Allah indeed. "3 

3. Bukhari Sharif. 
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How can Disbelievers Obey? How can a person obey the 
Prophet or as a matter of that any guide or leader without 
believing in his words and his deeds. It is beliefin the Prophet 
which necessitates obedience to his directives and instructions, 
and disbelief in the Prophet's words and deeds automatically 
involves disbelief in his Prophethood as well. It is common 
sense that obedience to any guide presupposes belief in what 
he says or does, as both are inter-linked. We cannot obey the 
Prophet and carry out his orders unless we try to know what 
his orders are. For this purpose we have got to study the books 
of Ahadith and try to distinguish between correct and incorrect 
Ahadith. Without believing in the words and deeds of the 
Prophet it is simply impossible orunthinkableto implement his 
directives and instructions. First we try to know the sermon of 
a preacher or leader and then we try to translate it into action. 

Now I tum to the two objections which are raised by 
disbelievers inAhadith namely, (i)the Qur'an alone is sufficient 
and Hadith is not necessary and (ii) the Books of Ahadith are 
full of unauthentic and weak Ahadith and must therefore be 
chucked out. 

Is the Qur 'an alone enough? An overwhelming majority of 
Muslim scholars and divines maintain that without the help of 
Ahadith it is not possible to implement efficiently all commands 
and directions of Allah, mentioned in the Holy Qur'an. Even 
the most important injunctions of the Qur'an, known as pillars 
of the religion oflslam, such as, Namaz (Prayer), Zakat (poor 
due ), Fasting and Hajj cannot be performed properly without 
the assistance 9f Ahadith, as the method of their observance is 
not mentioned in the Holy Book. For example: 

(l) Prayers: The Qur'an describes in many places that it 
is incumbent on the Muslims to say prayers regularly but the 
exact time when they must be said and the time when prayers 
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are forbidden are not mentioned in the Holy Book. Again, the 
numbers of' Raka 'ts to be observed in eachNamaz is not stated 
therein. These points are clearly mentioned inAhadith and so 
their study in order to know the exact manner and correct time 
of each prayer is absolutely necessary. 

(2) Zakat: The Holy Book commands that every rich 
Muslim must pay Zakat every year punctually but the Nisab 
i-Zakat (i.e. the amount on which Zakat becomes obligatory) 
and the rate of Zakat are not specified in the Holy Book. These 
things are mentioned in Ahadith, and hence the acceptance of 
Ahadith as the second source of Muslim Law is indisputably 
necessary. 

(3) Fasting: The Quran prescribes Fasting during the 
month of Ramadan for every adult and healthy Muslim, but 
does not specify what kind of Kaffarah (atonement) is necessary 
for those who intentionally or unintentionally break fast during 
Ramadan. This point, among others is mentioned in Ahadith. 

(4) Hajj: The Qur'an makes performance of Hajj 
obligatory on every Muslim who can afford to do it. Hajj has 
a long process beginning with putting on of lhram (pilgrimage 
dress) and ending with the Farewell Circuit ofK 'abah. Between 
them there are several rituals to be performed by the pilgrims, 
and these are stated in Ahadith only, not in the Qur'an. 

These religious injunctions apart, there are one thousand 
and one problems in religious, social, economic, political, 
moral and cultural spheres of life which cannot be answered 
without the help of Ahadith. For example, the Holy Qur'an 
commands the Believers to purify themselves, but the manner 
of purification is mentioned in Hadith only. Again the Qur'an 
directs the Muslims to enjoy what is Halal (legal) and abstain 
from what is Haram (illegal) but necessary details of Halal and 
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Haram are given in Hadith (not in the Qur'an). The Prophet 
was a complete personification of the Qur'an. His entire 
Apostalic career was moulded on the line of the directives 
mentioned in the Scripture. Consequently, his words and deeds 
are really Tafsir (commentary) and Tashrili (explanation) of 
the verses of the Holy Qur'an. 

Once a person asked Hadrat' A 'ishab (may Allah be pleased 
with her) about the moral of the Prophet. She replied that the 
Qur'an was his moral, i.e., he was the embodiment of the Holy 
Qur'an. Allah, Most Exalted, addresses the Prophet, saying: 
"And lo! thou are of a great moral." (68:4). 

Genuine Ahadith. Now I refer to the second objection of 
disbelievers in Hadith, namely, the Books of Ahadith have a 
good deal ofunreliable and unauthentic sayings of the Prophet. 
It should be borne in mind that whenever the Muslim divines 
say that beliefin Ahadith is essential they always mean correct 
and authenticAhadith, and never fabricated or bogusAhadith. 



CHAPTER6 

COMPILATION OF HADITH 

[Belief in Allah and His Apost/es-Sirat-i-Rasul-Books of 
Ahadith-/mportanceofAhadith-lslam-/man-lhsan-Muslim 
and Mu 'min-Muslims are the best nation-Chief'Objective of the 
Prophet's Mission.] 

Belief in Allah and Prophets. From what has been said 
above it is clear as day-light that as Belief in Allah and His 
words (the Qur'an) is essential for a Muslim so also Belief in 
the Prophet and his wordsanddeeds(i.e. Ahadith) is necessary 
for a Muslim. If anybody disbelieves in the Qur'an, he really 
disbelieves in Allah also. Similarly, ifanyperson disbelieves in 
Ahadith he eventually disbelieves in the Prophet also. 
Disbelievers must realise that without believing in the Prophet 
one cannot be Muslim by any jugglery or words. 

Disbelievers are fond of twisting the words of Allah and the 
Prophet in order to deceive the simple-minded Muslims, but 
they seldom realise that they really deceive themselves. They 
must read the following verses of the Holy Qur'an carefully. 

"And of Mankind are some who say: We believe in Allah and the 
Last Day, when they believe not. They think to beguile Allah and 
those who believe, and they beguile none save themselves, but they 
perceive not. In their hearts is a disease, and Allah increaseth that 
disease. A painful doom is theirs because they lie" (2:8-10). 

"I am leaving behind the Book of Allah and the Sunnah (Practices 
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of the Apostle). Act upon them as these two would protect you 
against misguidance," said the Prophet on the occasion of Hajjat 
ul-Wida,' 

Sirat-i-Rasul: Every Muslim believes that thee Sirat-i 
Rasul i.e. the life of the Prophet is an ideal model for the entire 
mankind, in all temporal and spiritual spheres of activities. It is 
a model not for one or two sectors only but for all professions 
and circumstances. The Prophet's life is a model example for 
kings and beggars, the rich and poor, peasants and farmers, 
industrialists, merchants and all others. It is a guiding spirit for 
men in prosperity and adversity, for men who champion the 
cause of peace and for the commanders of the army, whether 
they win wars or lose them. In short, everything necessary for 
man in this world or next is provided for in the eventful life of 
the Prophet who rose from a humble beginning to the position 
of the Supreme Head of whole Arabia. The Prophet's life is the 
finest example of self-help, gentle disposition,j ustice, honesty, 
magnanimity of heart, truthfulness, firmness in adversity, 
humility in prosperity, simplicity, frugality, forbearance, 
modesty in power, dauntless courage, kindness for affected 
people and passionate love for children and other innumerable 
qualities of head and heart. He was the saviour of mankind in 
the true sense of the term. 

It is hardly necessary to say that these noble qualities of the 
Prophet cannot be practised in right spirit unless we study his 
life carefully and believe sincerely in what he says or does. 

The Prophet's life including his words and deeds is a model 
example for all Believers to follow, as the Qur'an says: 

"Verily in the Messenger of Allah ye have a good example for 
him who looketh unto Allah and the Last Day, and 
remembereth Allah much" (33:21 ). 

I. Bukhari Sharif. 
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The disbelievers in Hadith must realise that there was no 
need of an Apostle if the Qur'an alone was sufficient for all 
secular and spiritual problems oflife. The Qur'an says that the 
Prophet's guidance is indespensably necessary as under: 

" .... And if you have a dispute concerning any matter, refer it 
to Allah and the Messenger if ye are (in truth) believers in 
Allah and the Last Day" (4:59). 

How can one implement this direction of Allah without 
accepting the sayings of the Prophet? 

Compilation ofHadith: A briefaccountofcompilation of 
the sayings of the Prophet oflslam is given below. 

When Hadrat 'Umar b. 'Abdul 'Aziz (d. 101 A.H.) of the 
Umayyad dynasty became Headofthe Muslim Commonwealth, 
he sent directives to Governors, officials, divines and 
intellectuals to collect the words of the Prophet after thorough 
investigation. In compliance with the Caliph's orders a 
considerable number of scholars and divines tried to specialise 
in the science of Hadith and left no stone unturned in checking 
the sayings of the Prophet, reported from different sources, 
and selecting the correct and genuine ones. Ibo Shihab Zahri of 
Madinah was the first person who compiled a book on H adith. 
He was followed by several other traditionists. 

Afterwards in 143 A.H. the Abbasid Caliph, Abu Ja 'far al 
Mansur, issued order to the scholars and divines to compile 
books on Hadith, Tafsir andFiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) Ibn 
Jarib, Imam Malik, Imam Auza'i, Sufyan Jhawri, Hammad b. 
Salamah, Imam Abu Hanifah, lbn ul-Mubarak, Imam Abu 
Yusufand several others wrote books on Hadith,Fiqh orother 
Islamic subjects. Caliph al-Mansur who was himself well 
versed in Hadith and Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) built an 
Academy at Baghdad and opened Madrasahs in several places 
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of the country for the teaching oflslamic learning and lore. 2 
Caliph Mansur died in 172 A.H. 

The Muhaddithin: {Specialists in Hadith) were very 
particular in distinguishing between correct and incorrect 
Ahadith. For this purpose they introduced a new branch of 
learning called "Asma-ur-Rijal" (i.e. Names of narrators of 
Ahadith). In the books written on this subject more than one 
lakh narrators of Ahadith have been listed in which their full 
career is given with their qualifications, antecedents and 
character. Whenever a hadith was to be checked a reference to 
the above books was necessary. If that hadith conformed to the 
rules and regulations of the Science of hadith, i.e. if all its 
narrators were found to be truthful and reliable and its contents 
did not conflict with the verses of the Qur'an, that hadith was 
accepted as correct, otherwise it was rejected or placed under 
weak or doubtful Ahadith. In this way a large number of 
Ahadith were either totally rejected or declared doubtful. A 
small numberofthem which fulfilled the necessary conditions 
of correct Ahadith, were accepted. 

Books of Ahadith: The Muslim scholars who specialised in 
the science of Ahadith compiled a considerable number of 
books on Ahadith, of which the following six are well known 
as Sihoh-Sittah (i.e. six genuine books) 

(I) Bukhari Sharif (By Iman Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad 
b. Isma'il Bukhari, who died in 256 A.H.) 

(2) Muslim Sharif(By Imam Muslim b. Hajjaj Dushayri 
who died in 26 I A.H.) 

(3) TirmidhiShar{f(ByimamAbu 'IsaMuhammadb. 'Isa 
Tirmidhi who died in 279 A.H.) 

(4) Abu Dawud Sharif(By lmamAbuDawud Sulaiman b. 
Ash'ath who died in 275 A.H.) 

2. Vide. Imam Dhahabi's Tarikh-ul-Khulafa'. 
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(5) Nisa 'i Sharif(By Imam Ahmad b. Shuayb Nisa 'i who 
died in 303 A.H.) 

(6) lbnMajahSharif(BylmamMuhammadb. Yazidwho 
died in 272 or 275 A.H.) or, Muwatta Sharif(by Imam 
Malik b. Ans who died in 172 A.H.) 

Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim were very strict in 
scrutinisingAhadith both from the standpoint of the antecedents 
of the narrators of Ahadith and the contents thereof. They 
recorded in their books (i.e. Bukhari Sharif and Muslim 
Sharifi only such Ahadith as were correct from every angle of 
vision. In this way Imam Bukhari selected 6000 only out of 
several lakhs of Ahadith, and Imam Muslim chose 7000 out of 
three lakhs of Ahadith. Other Muhaddithin were a bit lenient 
in scrutinising theAhadith, and consequently the number of the 
Ahaditli recorded in their books is much larger. Nevertheless 
they also tried their best to select correct A hadith as far as they 
could. 

The Importance of 'Ahadith. The following are some of the 
subject-matters of Ahadith» 

( I) Detailed description of the commandments and 
prohibitions of the Holy Qur'an. 

(2) Statement of the nature of "Wahi" (revealed to the 
Prophet by Allah). 

(3) An account of the hardships and sufferings during the 
propagationoflslam, undergone by the Prophet and his 
Companions. 

( 4) Religious, social, moral, political and cultural 
discussions among Believers. 

(5) Constructions of the first Mosque at Quba and later at 
Madina, and Formation of City State. 

(6) Defence pact between Muslims and Jews of Madina 
and its neighbourhood. 
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(7) Description of wars between Muslims and non-Muslims. 
(8) Letters written by the Prophet to different non-Muslim 

rulers inviting them to accept Islam. 
(9) Agreement among various tribes of Arabia for peace 

and tranquillity. 
( I 0) Description of the Prophet's Miracles and special 

karamat. 
Islam, Iman and Jhsan. The word Islam is derived from 

Silm, meaning (i) Peace, and (ii) Surrender. The term Iman 
comes out of Arnn, signifying Peace and Belief. The root of 
Ihsan is Hasn which means good. A few relevant verses of the 
Holy Qur'an are given below: 

Islam: "When his (Prophet Abraham's) Lord said to him: 
Surrender, he said: I have surrendered to the Lord of the 
Universe" (2: 131 ). 

Iman: "The Messenger believeth in that which hath been 
revealed unto him from his Lord and (so do) the Believers. 
Each one believeth in Allah and His Angels and His Scriptures 
and His Messengers--we make no distinction between any of 
His Messengers (2:285). 

lhsan: "And do good. Lo! Allah loveth those who do good" 
(2:95). 

" .... Allah loveth those whose deeds are good" (3: 148). 

The Prophet of Allah has described the above three terms 
together as follows: 

"Islam consists of belief in one Allah and His Messenger, 
Muhammad (peace be on him), and offering five Prayers a 
day, paying Zakat (poor-due), Fasting during the month of 
Ramadan and performing Hajj of the Ka'bah. Iman means 
belief in Allah, His Angels, His Scriptures, His Prophets, 
Hereafter and Destination, good or bad. / hsan means that you 
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worship Allah whole-heartedly as if you are seeing Him; and 
if it is not possible, you should think that He is seeing you 
when you worship Him."3 

Muslim and Mu 'min: It is often assumed that the terms 
'Muslim' and 'Mu'rnin' are synonymous, having exactly the 
same meaning. But the truth of the matter is that they have 
different meanings. It is narrated by the renowned Companion 
of the Prophet, Hadrat lbn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with 
him), that some Arabs immediately after accepting Islam began 
to think that they had attained the rank of Mu 'min (true 
believer) though Iman (Faith) had not been deeply rooted in 
their hearts. The Holy Qur'an referring to them says: 

"The (wandering) Arabs say: We believe. Say (unto them 0 
Muhammad): Ye believe not, but rather say: We submit (i.e. 
we are Muslims), for the Faith hath not yet entered into your 
hearts. Yet if ye obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not 
withhold from you aught of (the rewards of) your deeds. Lo! 
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. The (true) Believers are 
those only who believe in Allah and His Messenger, afterwards 
doubt not, but strive with their wealth and lives in the cause 
of Allah. Such are the sincere" ( 49: 14-15). 

From these Qur' anic verses it is quite evident that a person 
by formally reciting the Holy Kalimah-i-Tayyibah (i.e. there is 
no God but Allah and Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah) may 
become a Muslim (or Musalman) but certainly not a Mu 'min 
( or true Believer) unless he has complete Faith in Allah and His 
Messenger and acts upon the teachings of this great religion. 

In the light of the above it can be assumed without fear of 
contradiction that an overwhelming majority of present-day 
Muslims of the world are Muslims in name only-not in spirit 
or facts. This accounts for the social, economic, political, 

3. Muslim Sharif(Kitab-ul-lman). 
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cultural and moral backwardness of the present-day Muslims 
everywhere. 

Muslims-The Best Nation: There can be no denying the 
fact that if the Muslims act up to the teachings of their Faith 
honestly and sincerely even in the modern age, they are sure to 
regain their past glory within a short space of time and will 
again become the best nation of the world as they were. They 
must bear in mind the following verse of the Holy Qur'an in 
which the Believers have been described as the best people: 

"You (Muslims) are the best community that hath been raised 
up for mankind. Ye enjoin right conduct and forbid indecency; 
and ye believe in Allah. And if the people of the Scripture had 
believed it would have been better for them. Some of them are 
Believers but most of them are evil livers" (3: 110). 

Further, Allah, the Most Exalted says: 

"Allah hath promised such of you as believe and do good 
work that He will surely make them succeed (the present 
rulers) in the earth even as He caused those who were before 
them to succeed (others); and that He will surely establish for 
them their religion which He hath approved for them, and wi II 
give them in exchange safety after their fear." (24:55). 

ChiefObjectiveofthe Prophet's Mission: The chiefobjective 
of the Prophet's Mission was to improve the morality of 
mankind, as he is reported to have said: "Verily, I have been 
sent by Allah to complete noble qualities."4 It would be proper 
now to quote below forty genuine sayings of the Prophet of 
Islam (peace beon him) underdifferentheads together with the 
names of the books from which they have been chosen. 

These Ahadith will go a long way to improve our social, 
moral, cultural, political and other spheres oflife. 

4. Vide Muwatta of Imam Malik and Musnad of Ahmad. 
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(I) Family ofGod. "All creatures of God are His family, and 
he is the most beloved of God Who does the greatest good to 
His creatures. "5 

(2) Book ofGod. "Verily, the bestthing is the Book of Allah 
and the best guidance is that of Prophet Muhammad" (peace 
be on him)."6 

(3) Motive of an action. "Indeed, all actions will be judged 
by motives."? 

(4) Iman. "Say, I have believed in Allah and then stick to 
it."~ 

(5) The best man. "The best among you is one who leamtthe 
Qur'an and taught it to others."? 

(6) Purity. "Purity (or cleanliness) is part of Faith."!" 

(7) Prayer. "Prayer (Namaz) is the pillar of the Faith."11 

(8) Fasting. "Fasting is a shield."12 

(9) Zakat. "(Poor-due) is a treasury of Islam.''" 

( I 0) Hajj. "O people! Allah has made it obligatory for you to 
make Hajj. So make Hajj."14 

(11) Paradise. "TheParadiseisundertheshadeofswords."15 

( 12) Paradise. "The Paradise is at the feet of mothers."16 

(13) Modesty. "Modesty brings good things only."17 

( 14) Obedience to the Prophet. "Whoever obeyedme obeyed 
Allah, and whoever disobeyed me disobeyed Allah indeed. "18 

5. Bukhari Sharif 
7. Bukhari Sharif and Muslim Sharif 
9. lbn Majah Sharif. 
I I. Baihaqi Sharif. 
13. Tabarani, 
15. Musnad ofHakim. 
17. Bukhari Sharif and Muslim Sharif. 

6. Muslim Sharif 
8. Muslim Sharif. 
I 0. Muslim Sharif. 
12. Nisa 'i Sharif. 
14. A/-Muntaqa. 
16. Al-Muqtazai. 
18. Bukhari Sharif. 
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(15) Mercy: "Showmercytothose(who live)ontheearth. He 
Who is in the Heaven will show mercy to you."19 

( 16) Paradise and Hell: "The Hell is surrounded by passions 
( or evil desires) and the Paradise is surrounded by hardship and 
difficulties.'?" 

( 17) Labour.for Earning: "None has eaten better food than 
that which one earned with one's own hands.'?' 
( 18) Taking other's thing: "Beware! Do not oppress. Beware. 
It is not lawful to take anything of any person without his 
consent."22 

(19) Usury: "Allah curses the consumer of usury, its giver 
and its two witnesses and scribes. "23 

(20) Bribe: "Allah curses the taker and giver of bribes."24 

(21) Suspicion: "Avoid suspicion, because what is said with 
suspicion is the biggest lie."25 

(22) Oppression: "The Day ofJudgement will be the darkest 
for the tyrant."26 

(23) Hypocrites: "The person who has the following four 
habits is a hypocrite; (i) whenever anything is entrusted to him 
he betrays it; (ii) whenever he speaks, he speaks lies; (iii) 
whenever he makes a promise he does not fulfil it, and (iv) 
whenever he quarrels he uses bad names."27 

(24) Envy: "Protect yourselves against envy as envy devours 
good acts as fire consumes wood. "28 

(25) Good morals: "Verily, the best among you is one who 
has the best moral character. "29 

(26) Good conduct: "Fear of Allah and good conduct will 
lead many people to the Paradise.'?" 

19. Tirmidhi Sharif. 
21. Bukhari Sharif. 
23. Bukhari Sharif and Muslim Sharif. 
25. Ibid. 
27. Bukhari Sharif 
29. Bukhari Sharif and Muslim Sharif. 

20. BukhariSharifandMuslimSharif 
22. Baihaqi Sharif. 
24. Ibid. 
26. Ibid. 
28. Abu Dawud Sharif. 
30. Tirmidhi Sharif. 
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(27) Hoarding: "None hoards foodgrams except a sinful 
person."31 

(28) Good Guidance: "Whoever guides a man to do good 
will also get the reward like the doer."32 

(29) The Strong man: "He is not really strong who defeats 
others but he is strong who controls himself at the time of 
anger.33 

(30) The Meaning of Iman: "What is Iman? The Prophet 
said: "Forbearance and generosity."34 

(3 I) Iman and Trust: "None is a Believer who is not 
trustworthy and none has faith who does not fulfil his 
promise."35 

(32) Love of the Prophet: "None of you can be a Believer 
until lam loved by him more than his father, children and the 
rest. "36 

(33) After death: "When a man dies all his actions are 
finished save three things, viz. (i) continuous charity, (ii) 
education which benefits the people, and (iii) a good son who 
prays for him."37 

(34) True Muslim; "A (true) Muslim is brother to another 
Muslim."38 

(3 5) Drinking: "The Prophet of Islam has cursed wine, its 
drinkers, cup-bearers, its sellers and its dealers. "39 

(36) Prayer in congregation: "Prayer in congregation is 
twenty-seven times superior to prayers offered separately. "40 

(3 7) Mischief. "Mischief which a man commits in connection 

3 I. Muslim Sharif 
33. Bukhari Sharif. 
35. Muslim Sharif. 
37. Muslim Sharif. 
39, Abu Dawud Sharif 

32. Ibid. 
34. Muslim Sharif. 
36. BukhariSharifandMus/imSharif. 
38. Tirmidhi Sharif. 
40. BukhariSharifandMus/imSharif. 
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with his family, wealth and neighbours can be compensated 
by his prayers, fasting and charity.''" 

(38) Fasting during Ramadan. "Whoever fasts during the 
month of Ramadan as a true Believer in order to get reward 
in the Hereafter will have all his previous sins forgiven by 
Allah."42 

(39) Guarantee for Paradise. "Whoever gives me a 
guarantee for the protection of his tongue and private parts, 
I shall give him a guarantee for a place in the paradise."43 

( 40) Equality of mankind. "There is no preference for an 
Arab over a non-Arab, nor for a non-Arab over an Arab, nor 
for a White over a Black nor for a Black over a White, but on 
the score of piety.?" 

4 I. Bukhari Sharif. 

43. Bukhari Sharif. 
42. Bukhari Sharif and Muslim Sharif 
44. Musnad of Ahmad. 



CHAPTER 7 

THE QUR' AN AND OTHER SCRIPTURES 

[Collection of verses+Qur'an and other Holy Books-Vedas 
Zend Avesta-Old Testament-New Testament-Special Features 
of the Qur 'an-Views of Scholars on the Qur 'an ----Genuineness 
of the Qur 'an-First and last Revelations-Places of Revelation.] 

The Qur'an was intended in the first instance for the people 
of Arabia and, through them, for the whole of mankind. Before 
the advent of Islam the Arabs had long been engrossed in a 
variety ofimmoral and illegal acts in addition to idolatory and 
polytheism. For such people revelation of the whole Qur'an at 
one time was not suitable. Consequently the Qur'an was 
revealed piecemeal and by instalments. Its revelation covered 
the whole period of the Prophet's Mission, i.e., twenty three 
years. The Qur'an says: 

"And those who disbelieve say: Why is the Qur'an not 
revealed unto him all at once? (It is revealed) thus that We 
may strengthen thy heart therewith, and We have arranged it 
in right order" (25:32). 

Collection of Verses. Some Orientalists assert that the 
verses and chapters of the Qur'an remained scattered during 
the lifetimeof the Prophet and thatthey were collected after his 
death on the basis of verbal evidence of the Comp an ions of the 
Prophet, and hence its genuineness is doubtful. It is scarcely 
necessary to say that this sort of assertion is baseless as well as 
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malicious. There is strong historical evidence based on 
irrefutable grounds to prove that all the verses of the Qur'an 
were recorded and Surahs (Chapters) named by the order of 
the Prophet himself. Whenever the verses of the Qur'an were 
revealed, the Prophet directed his scribes to place verses of 
similar nature together in one surah and himself named each 
Surah. Many Muslims had committed the whole Qur'an to 
memory. The first Caliph, Hadrat Abu Bakr, arranged the 
Surahs of Qur'an in the order suggested by the Prophet 
himself. The third Caliph, Hadrat 'Uthman, made copies from 
the official copy of the Qur' an (which had been prepared by the 
First Caliph) and gave it publicity throughout the Muslim 
Commonwealth. 

A few out of many testimonies are quoted below: 

(I) The well-known Traditionist (Muhaddith) named 
Hakim, writes in his book Mustadrik: The first collection 
of the Qur'an was made during the life-time of the 
Prophet hiinself. 

(2) ThescribeZayd b. Thabitnarrates:"Weusedtocollect 
the verses of the Qur'an in the presence of the Prophet, 
copying them from various pieces of paper" 
(Mustadrak). 

(3) "The copying of the Qur'an was nothing new. The 
Prophet himself ordered his Companions to do it" 
(Ibid). 

Qur'an and Other Holy Books. (I) The Vedas. The four 
Vedas are the Holy Books of the Hindus, namely (i) Rig-veda 
(iii) Sam-veda (iii) Ujar-veda and (iv) Uthar-veda. As these 
books were written in prehistoric times, none can say with 
certainty when they actually came into being. Their source of 
origin is also wrapped in the darkness ofignorance. According 
to research scholars, the time when Vedas were compiled 
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varies from 4000 to 200 B.C. These Vedas were written in 
Sanskrit which resembles the ancient language oflranians, viz. 
Zend. Both Hinduism and Zoroastrianism believe that fire 
symbolises the sanctity of religion. Sanskrit was never a mass 
language. It was always intended for Brahm ins and high-class 
Hindus only. 

It cannot be gainsaid that the Vedas are manmade books. 
They were prepared by different Mahatamas at different times 
according to their whims and fancies. Hero-worship anc 
idolatory and caste system are the fundamental teachings of th, 
Vedas. By no stretch of imagination can the Vedas be re garde. 
as Revealed Books. They cannot be the words of the Divin, 
Being. Many things mentioned in the Vedas are admitted): 
ungodly and cannot be ascribed to the Divinity. 

(2) The Zend Avesta: As stated in the second chapter c 
the book, Avesta is regarded a holy book which is said to hav 
been revealed to Priest Zoroastra who claimed to be a prop ht 
of God. He lived between 635 and 600 ·B.C. in Iran. As h 
taught his followers to worship fire, they were known as fin 
worshippers ( now Pars is). Hebel ieved in two Gods----one Go 
for good or light and the other God for evil or darkness. Th 
first is named Y azdan ( or Izad) and the second, Ahramar 
Avesta ( also called Zend-A vesta, as Avesta was written in th 
Zend language) has four parts: (i) Yasna, (ii) Vispered, (iii 
Vendidad (iv) Y ashta. These books contain method of worshi I 
and some songs in addition to the different problems ofhumat 
life. 

A section of intellectuals maintain that Zoroastra was 
originally a Monotheist, believing in one God only, but his 
fol lowers at a later stage incorporated polytheistic elements in 
his religion. They are of the opinion that Avesta is a Revealed 
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Book and the fire-worshippers are entitled to be called "People 
of the Book" (i.e. Ahl-i-Kitab). 

( 3) Old Testament: It is composed of the following works. 

(i) Towrat, which was revealed to Prophet Moses (peace 
be on him). It consists of the following five books 
( collectively called "Pentateuch"): 

(a) Genesis, which deals with the erection of the 
universe and also gives a short account of Adam, 
Eve, Noah, Abraham Josua, Ishmael, Jacob and 
Joseph (peace by on all of them). 

(b) Exodus, whichgivesanaccountofProphetMoses 
and Pharaoh and of the going out of the Israelites 
fromEgypt(l491 B.C.) 

(c) Leviticus, whichcontainslawsanddogrnasofthe 
Faith and mentions what is lawful and what is 
unlawful. 

(d) Numbers, whichgivesthenumberofthe lsraelites 
at the time of their exodus from Egypt and also 
mentions wars of Prophet Moses and some laws 
of his religion. 

( e) Devteronomy, which contains a repetition of the 
discourse of Prophet Moses and the laws given in 
Exodus. 

(ii) Nebhiim(theProphets)dividedintotwogroups:(a)the 
"Former Prophet," such as, Josua, Samuel and others, 
(b) the "Latter Prophets", such as, Isaiah, Ezekiel and 
others. 

(iii) Kethubin (The Writings), consisting of Psalms, 
Proverbs, Songs of Solomon, Esther, Daniel and others. 

(iv) Targam, i.e., the traditions of the Jews. 

(v) Talmud, i.e., the Jurisprudence of the Jews. 
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These books had been originally in Hebrew and were 
translated into Greek in 285 B.C. The original Hebrew versions 
are not extant now. The Jewish and Christians scholars do not 
agree regarding the exact number of the books contained in the 
Old Testament. It is generally maintained that the number of 
such books was originally thirty-nine. But the well-known 
Jewish author of the first century of the Christian era, Josephus, 
says in his book that they were twenty-two only. 

It cannot be gainsaid that many changes and alterations 
were made in the Old Testament by Jews and Christian divines. 
The original book was lost in 285 B.C. and its translations in 
various languages with various additions and subtraction 
continued from the third century A.O. for a long time to come. 
The Jewish jurisprudent, Ezra, who is said to have recompiled 
the Old Testament, added fresh innovations and distorted 
teachings of Prophet Moses. 

(4) New Testament: It was revealed to Prophet Jesus 
Christ by God. According to Christian divines, it comprises 
twenty-seven books, all of which were written by his followers 
after the demise ofJesus Christ (peace be on him). These books 
were known as Anajil (plural of lnjil), meaning Gospels, i.e. 
tidings that were preached by the Prophet Christ. The records 
of Christ's life and his teachings prepared by four Evangelists, 
are regarded as genuine Gospels or Anajil. Their names are 
Peter, Paul, John and Mathews. But the truth of the matter is 
that none of these compilers lived during the time of Christ or 
had been well versed in his teachings. They confused the 
religion of Christ with the philosophical theories of the Greeks 
with the result that Christianity, originally a religion of 
Monotheism, became a bundle of polytheistic beliefs. For 
example, the beliefin the Trinity, i.e. Godhead of Allah, Christ 
and Holy Ghost or Mary cannot be divine or Godly. God is one 
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and alone and all beings including, Jesus Christ, his mother, 
Mary, and Holy Ghost ( or Gabriel) are His creations. Moreover, 
different Gospels impart different teachings to their readers. 
Consequently, they cannot be regarde_d as revealed by Allah. 

Special Features of the Qur'an: The outstanding features 
of the Qur' an are good many. I shall, however, confine myself 
to narrating a few of them below; 

( 1) The Qur'an is a masterpiece of literature from every 
angle of vision. It is unique in letter as well as in spirit. Both of 
its words and ideas conveyed by them are unrivalled and 
inimitable. The disbelievers of Makkah often said that the 
Qur' an was invented by man and hence lacked sanctity. Allah, 
the most Exalted, challenged them to produce even a single 
Chapter (Surah) like that of the Qur'an, but they miserably 
failed, though some of them were quite proficient in Arabic 
language. The Holy Qur'an says: 

"Say: Verily, though mankind and the Jinn should assemble 
to produce like this Qur'an, they could not produce the like 
thereof though they were helpers one of another" ( 17:88). 
Again the Holy Qur'an says: 
"And if ye ( disbelievers) are in doubt concern mg that which 
We revealed unto Our slave (Muhammad), then produce a 
Su rah of the like thereof, and call your witnesses beside Allah 
if ye are truthful. And if ye do it not-and ye can never do it 
then guard yourselves against the fire prepared for disbelievers, 
whose fuel is of men and stones" (2:23-24). 

(2) The Qur'an is a universal and eternal book. It.is 
intended for entire humanity and for all times to come, because 
the religion of Allah was completed and perfected through the 
Final Apostle of Allah, Hazrat Muhammad (peace be upon 
him). Allah says addressing the Prophet: 
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" .... This day have I perfected your religion for you and 
completed My favours unto you and have chosen for you 
Islam as religion" (5:3). · 

(3) The teachings of the Qur'an are quite liberal because 
it commands all Believers to believe in all Prophets of God 
without any discrimination and also in all Revealed Books (i.e. 
those parts of the Scripture which are not distorted by human 
agency). The Qur'an says: 

"O ye who believe! believe in Allah and His Messenger and 
the Scripture which He hath revealed unto His Messenger 
and the Scripture which He revealed aforetime. Whoso 
disbelieveth in Allah and His Angels and His Scriptures and 
His Messengers and the Last Day, he hath verily wandered for 
astray" ( 4: 136). 

(4) The Qur'an is the embodiment of Truth. Allah says: 
"These are verses of the Scripture. That which is revealed 
unto thee from thy Lord is the Truth, but most of mankind 
believe not" ( 13: I). 

(5) The Qur'an is a sure means of Guidance in every 
sphere of activity. It is a complete code oflife. Allah says: 

"This (Qur'an) is the Scripture wherein there is no doubt, a 
guidance unto those who ward off ( evil) who believe in the 
unseen, and establish worship and spend of that We have 
bestowed on them" (2:2-3). 

The Prophet of Islam (may peace be on him) said on the 
occasion of the Farewell Pilgrimage: 

"I am leaving behind the Book of Allah (The Qur'an) and my 
Sunnat (practices of the Prophet). Act on them as these two 
would save you from going astray". 1 

( 6) The Qur' an is light, i.e. it brings man out of darkness 
into light, and makes him lead a noble life. Allah says: 

l. Bukhari Sharif. 
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. , 

"So believe in Allah and His Messenger and the Light (the 
Qur'an) which we have revealed. And Allah is aware of what 
ye do" (64:8). 

(7) The Qur'an is a panacea for all ills, as it removes the 
miseries of mankind and purges them ofevil habits. The Divine 
Being says: 

"We reveal of the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy 
for Believers and increase the evil-doers in naught save ruin" 
(17:82). 

" ... For the Believers it [the Qur'an] is a guidance and a 
healing" ( 41 :44). 

The ViewsofNon-MuslimScholars:TheMuslimsnaturally 
hold the Qur'an in the highest esteem possible. It is gratifying 
to note that some Orientalists who have made impartial study 
of the Qur'an have expressed very high opinions about the 
same. For instance: 

"From the Atlantic to the Ganges the Qur' an is acknowledged 
as the fundamental code, not only of theology, but of ci vi I and 
criminal jurisprudence, and the laws which regulate the 
actions and the property of mankind are governed by the 
immutable sanctions of the will of God."-Gibbon. 

"The Qur'an contains pure, elevated and benignant 
precepts"-Washington Irving. 

"The Qur'an is one of the grandest books ever written" 
Steingass. 

"The Qur' an attracts, astounds and enforces ourreverence" 
Goethe . 

"The Qur'an is unapproachable as regards convincing 
power, eloquence and even composition"-Hirshfeld. 

"The Koran is the general code of the Muslim world, a social, 
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civil, commercial, military,judicial, criminal, penal, and yet 
religious code"-Devonport. 

"If it [the Qur'an] is not poetry, and it is hard to say whether 
it be or not, it is more than poetry. It is not history, nor 
biography. It is not anthology like the sermon on the mount, 
nor metaphysical dialectics like the Buddhist Sutras, non 
sublime homilectics like Plato's conference of wise and 
foolish teachers. It [the Qur'an] is a Prophet's cry, Semetic to 
the core, yet of a meaning so universal and so timely that all 
the voices of the age take it up willingly or unwillingly, and 
it echoes over palaces and deserts, over cities and empires, 
first kindling its chosen hearts to world's conquest, then 
gathering itselfinto a reconstructive force that all the creative 
light of Greece and Asia might penetrate the heavy gloom of 
Christian Europe, when Christianity was but the queen of the 
night"-J ohnson. 

Genuineness of the Qur'an: Of all the Holy Scriptures or 
Revealed Books the Qur'an is the only Book which has 
remained genuine and pure. It is exactly the same original text 
today as it was when it was revealed by Allah to Prophet 
Muhammad (may peace be on him) about fourteen centuries 
ago, and it shall remain exactly the same in future so long as the 
world lasts. On the contrary, the Holy Scriptures revealed 
before the advent oflslam were distorted and fresh innovations 
were added to them by human manipulation. As regard the 
Qur'an, Allah Himself has taken full responsibility for the 
preservation and protection of the same, as He says addressing 
the Prophet: 

Lo! upon Us (resteth) the putting together thereof and the 
reading thereof. And when We read it, follow thou the 
reading. Then lo! upon Us (resteth) the explanation thereof' 
(75:17-19). 
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Lo! We, verily We, revealed theQur'anand lo! We are really 
its guardian"(l 5:9). 

First and Last Revelations: The first Revelation of the Holy 
Qur'an consisted of the following five verses: 

"Read, In the name of thy Lord Who created, create man 
from a clot. Read: and it is thy Lord the Most bountiful, Who 
taught by pen, taught man that which he knew not" (96: 1-5). 

The last Revelation was either of the following two verses: 
"And guard yourselves against a day in which ye will be 
brought to Allah. Then every soul will be brought to Allah. 
Then every soul will be paid in full that it hath earned, and they 
will not be wronged." 

"This day have I perfected your religion for you and completed 
My favours unto you, and have chosen for you Islam as 
religion" (5:3). 

The number of the Surahs of the Qur'an is 114 with 6616 
verses. The total number of the words of the Qur'an is 86,430, 
whereas the total number of the letters of the Qur'an is 
(323760). 

The revelation of the Qur'an was completed in twenty-two 
years and five months. 

Places of Revelation: There were several places in Arabia 
where the verses of the Holy Qur'an were revealed to the 
Prophet in course of twenty-two years and five months. Of 
these places the following are notables: 

·(I) The Cave ofHira at Makkah where the first five verses 
of the Qur'an were revealed (96: 1-5). 

(2) The Mount of Safa' near Ka'bah at Makkah. Sa 'i 
(going fast) between the two mountains of Safa and 
Marwah is mentioned in the Holy Qur'an (2: 158). 

(3) The house of Arqam near Ka'bah at Makkah. In the 
beginning the Prophet and his Companions used to 
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meet here and discuss the teachings of the Faith of 
Islam. 

( 4) The Mosque ofQuba near Madina. On migration from 
Makkah to Madina the Prophet stopped at Quba and 
founded here the First Mosque (Qur'an, 9: I 08). 

(5) Wadi-i-Badr near Madina. It was here that between 
the Believers and infidels of the Quraish the first battle 
was fought and Islam got grand victory in the second 
yearof Hijrah. 

(6) The Mount of Uhud near Madina. The second battle 
between Believers and disbelievers took place here in 
the third year of Hijrah. 

(7) Wadi-i-Arafat, ten miles off from Makkah. The Hajis 
assemble here for Pilgrimage. 

(8) Wadi-i-Mina. Hajis after performing Hajj ceremony 
slaughter animals in this place. 



CHAPTERS 

ISLAM AND DISPENSATION 
OF JUSTICE 

[Islam a religion of Equity and Justice-Five Principles of 
Justice-Wrong pleading+Judiciary and Executive-The Vienna 
Convention-Equality before Law-Prophets were not above 
Law-Appointment of Quadis-Justice is a Divine Quality- 
Justice must be free, fair and prompt-Justice and United Nations 
Organisation] 

Islam is a religion ofequity and justice. Allah is just. So He 
loves justice and also those who do justice. The Holy Qur'an 
abounds in verses which make it legal and moral obligation for 
mankind to do justice in private as well as public affairs: 

" And act equitably. Lo! Allah loveth the quitable (49:9). 

" Lo! Allah loveth the Just dealers" (60:8). 

"Lo! Allah enjoinethjustice and kindness, andgivingkinsfolk, 
and forbiddeth lewdness and abomination and wickedness. 
He exorteth you in order that ye take heed" ( 16:90). 

Even if justice goes against oneself or one's relations one 
must act equitably. The Holy Book is emphatic on this point. 

"O ye who believe! be ye staunch in justice, witnesses for 
Allah, even though it be against yourselves or (your) parents 
or (your) kindred, whether (the case be of) a rich man or a poor 
man, for Allah is nearer unto both (than you are). So follow 
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not passion lest yet lapse (from truth) and if ye lapse or fell 
away, then lo! Allah iseverinformedofwhatyedo." (4: 135). 
"And if ye judge between mankind, ye judge with justice" 
(4:58). 

The Prophet of Islam is reported to have said: 
"Indeed, one of the greatest Jihad (holy war) is a word of 
justice before an a tyrant king."1 

"Allah is with the Qadi (judge) as long as he has not done 
injustice."2 

"Justice is the commandment of Allah."3 

Five Principles of Justice: The judicial system of Islam is 
based on the following five principles mentioned by the Second 
-Caliph, Hadrat 'Umar, in his letter to Hadrat Mu'awiyah, 
Governor of Syria: 

(i) The Qadi (judge) must patiently listen to the plaintiff as 
well as the defendant without showing any inclination 
to either party. 

(ii) The onus of proving the case by producing witnesses is 
on the plaintiff, and ifhe fails to do so, the defendant 
shall have to swear by God in support ofhis contention. 

(iii) Ifa dispute takes place between a weak and strongman, 
the Qadi should be considerate tu the former in order . . 

that he may not be a victim of mferiority complex. 
(iv) The Qadi should give hearing first to those persons who 

come from outside the town. 
( v) The Qadi, before proceeding with a case. should explore 

all avenues of compromise between the parties 
concerned. When compromise is not feasible, the Qadi 
must try and decide the case equitably (as indicated 
above). 

I. Abu Dawud and Trimidhi. 

3. 'Umdat-ul-Qari, Sharih Bukhari Sharif. 
2. Tirmidhi Sharif. 
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Wrong Pleading: Some litigants and their pleaders resort to 
wrong pleading and misrepresentation of facts in order to win 
their cases. Islam condemns this sort of practice. The Qur'an 
says: 

"And do not eat up your property among yourselves in vanity 
i.e., (wrongfully), nor seek by it to gain the hearing of the 
judges so that you may knowingly devour a portion of the 
property of others wrongfully" (2: 188). 

The Prophet has said: 

"Verily, you bring your dispute before me, and perhaps some 
of you may be more eloquent in arguing than others, and I may 
decide in theirfavouron the strength of what I hear from them. 
So whoever is awarded a thing belonging to his brother must 
not accept it as it is a flame of Fire'" 

"The best witnesses are those who give evidence before they 
are requested to do so. "5 

Judiciary and Execution: It is strange that many countries 
of the world have not yet been able to separate the Judiciary 
from the Executive. It is significant that Islam separated the 
two departments about fourteen centuries ago. Any person, 
however humble, could sue the top-most official of the State. 
The second Caliph, Hadrat 'Umar, was sued by Ubayy in the 
court of Zayd b. Thabit, and the Caliph appeared before the 
Qadi like an ordinary defendant and submitted to the judgment 
of the Qadi, though it was against him. The fourth Caliph, 
Hadrat '-:A.Ii, was also sued in the court oflaw and accepted the 
judgment ofQadi, which was against him. 

The Head of the Islamic State appointed Executive and 
Judicial officers after consulting the Majlis-i-Shura (i.e. 
Consultative Assembly), butthese two departments functioned 
4. Bukhari.Sharif and Muslim Sharif. 5. Muslim Sharif. 
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separately. The executive officers could not interfere in the 
work of judges who always acted independently. Even the 
Caliph did not influence the judgments of Qadis. During the 
later period some Muslim rulers interfered in the work of 
judges, but this was not warranted by the teachings oflslam. 

Vienna Convention regarding Immunity: The "Law is no 
respecter of person," is now-a-days respected more in breach 
than in observance. There are many personages whom law 
does not touch. For example, heads of States, foreign 
ambassadors and other diplomats are regarded to be above 
laws. 

Equality before Law: The Holy Qur'an and Sunnah are 
emphatic on thepointthatmankind is just like one community, 
subject to the same laws, irrespective of caste, creed, colour, 
etc. The Holy Prophet (peace be on him) says: 

"It was usual practice in the past that if ordinary people 
committed a crime they were punished, but if a prominent 
person was found guilty he was left off. If Muhammad's 
daughter, Fatimah, too, is ever found guilty of stealing I 
would have her hands cut."6 

"The entire humanity is just like a family of Allah, and that 
person is the dearest in the eye of Allah who does good to His 
family (human beings)."7 

Allah, the Most High warned mankind by saying: 

"Let not a folk deride a folk who may be better than they are, 
nor let women (deride) women who may be better than they 
are; neither defame one another nor insult one another by 
nickname" ( 49: 11 ). 

Several nations of the world, both in the East and the West, 

6. Bukhari Sharif(Kitab-ul-Hudad). 7. Bukhari Sharif. 
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do not sincerely believe in equality of mankind before law, as 
they differentiate between man and man on the basis of caste, 
creed, colour in every day business. For example, the Negroes 
of the United States of America have not yet been granted full 
rights of citizenship, the coloured people of South Africa are 
treated as helots in their own country, and a large numberof 
Scheduled Caste Hindus oflndia are regarded quite unholy and 
untouchable by the so-called high-born Brahmins. England, 
Russia and some other countries are not yet free from racial, 
communal and cultural discriminations. 

In short, the credit for having established equality of mankind 
in the real sense of the term and introducing the rule of the same 
law for al I human beings without any discrimination goes to the 
Prophet oflslam (Allah's blessings be on him). 

Prophets were not Above Law: The laws of Islam are 
universal, intended for all mankind without any discrimination 
whatsoever. Even the Apostles of Allah were not above laws. 
The life of the Prophet oflslam proves beyond the shadow of 
doubt that he was more particular and regular in observing the 
commandments and prohibitions of the Holy Qur'an than any 
body else. When his wife, Hadrat 'A'ishah, was asked to 
describe the modeoflifeofthe Prophet, she replied that he was 
a complete embodiment of the Qur'an, i.e. his entire life was 
moulded according to the teachings of the Qur'an. One could 
know the Prophet's mode oflife by reading the Holy Book. 

If the Prophet ever made an error of judgment, Allah, the 
Most Exalted, helped him to retrieve it. For example, the 
Prophet vowed not to use a certain lawful thing. Then the 
following verses were revealed to him: 

"O Prophet! why bannest thou that which Allah hath made 
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lawful for thee, seeking to please thy wives. And Allah is 
forgiving merci fut. Allah hath made lawful for you (Muslims) 
absolution from your oaths ( of such a kind) and Allah is your 
Protector, He is the Knower, the Wise" ( 66: 1-2). 

Similarly, when Prophet David (peace be on him) made a 
certain mistake, Allah admonished him and said: 

"O David! Lo! We have made thee a Caliph (vicegerant) in 
the earth, therefore judge aright between mankind, and 
follow not desire that it beguile thee from the way of Allah. 
Lo! those who wander from the way of Allah, have an awful 
doom" (38:26). 

Further, Allah commands the Prophet oflslam saying: 

"So judge between them by that which Allah hath revealed, 
and follow not their desires, but beware of them lest they 
seduce thee from some part of that which Allah hathrevealed 
unto thee. And if they turn away, then know that Allah's will 
is to smite them for some sins of theirs. Lo! many of mankind 
are evil-doers" ( 5 :49). 

Appointment of Qadis: According to the religion oflslam, 
one of the most important and responsible jobs is the post of a 
Qadi (judge), next to the post of the Caliph himself. For a Qadi 
mere academic qualifications are not enough. He must have 
social status, amiable disposition pleasing manners and a good 
moral character as well. The importance of Qadi's post is 
evident from the fact that the first Qadi in Islam was no less a 
person than the Prophet himself. It was he before whom the 
Believers brought their disputes, it was he who gave calm and 
patient hearing to both the parties and then it was he who 
decided cases impartially according to the Commandments of 
Allah. The Qur'an says: 

· "But nay, by thy Lord they will not believe (in the Truth) until 
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they make thee judge of what is dispute between them and find 
within themselves no dislike of that which thou decidest, and 
submit will full submission" (4:65). 

When Islam spread beyond the confines of Madina, the 
Prophet appointed Qadis from among the most accomplished 
Believers and sent them to different places. 

When the Prophet appointed Hadrat Mu'adh b. Jabal as 
Qadi of Yemen, he asked the latter how he would decide 
disputes between the people. "According to the dictates of the 
Qur'an," was the reply. Then the Prophet asked: "If there is no 
direct guidance for a certain case in the Qur'an?" "I shall then 
decide according to the Sunnah" was the answer. Then the 
Prophetasked: "IfthereisnoprovisionforacaseintheSunnah 
either?" "I shall then decide according to my discretion," was 
the reply. The Prophet was so much pleased with the correct 
and prompt answer of Mu' adh b. J abal that he thanked Allah, 
saying that a messenger of the Messenger of Allah had such a 
good sense of judgment. After the Prophet'sdeath,hisRighteous 
Caliphs functioned as ChiefQadis and all towns of the Muslim 
Commonweal th had separate Qadis who worked independently 
of Caliphs, Governors or other Executive Officers of the State. 
According to necessity Caliphs used to send them necessary 
directives in order to enable them to decide cases efficiently 
according to the lawsoflslam. Hadrat 'Umar'sletteraddressed 
to Hadrat Mu' awiyah on the subject of justice has already been 
referred to earlier. 

Justice is a Divine Quality: One of many attributes of the 
Divine Being is justice, as Allah, the Most High, says in the 
Qur'an: 

"Allah (Himself) is witness that there is no God save him: and 
the angels and the men of learning (too are witnesses), 
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maintaining His creation injustice; there is no God save Him, 
the Almighty, the Wise" (3: 18). 

The Prophet of Islam is reported to have said: "Imbue 
yourselves with the attributes of Allah". The Believers must 
therefore, do justice to themselves as well as to other people. 
When two or more groups of Muslims quarrel, attempt must 
be made to effect compromise between them on the basis of 
justice and equity, as the Holy Qur'an says: 

"And if two parties of Believers fall to fighting, then make 
peace between them. And if one party of them doth wrong to 
the other, fight ye that which doth wrong till it return unto the 
ordinance of Allah; then ifit return make peace between them 
justly and equitably. Lo! Allah loveth the equitable ( 49:9)." 

Justice was Free, Fair and Prompt: If we study the practice 
and procedure of the dispensation of justice as it was in vogue 
during the time of the Prophet and his Righteous Caliphs, after 
him, and later during the regimes of several rulers of the 
UrnayyadandAbbasideperiodswecannotescapethefollowing 
conclusions: 

(1) Justice was then free altogether. It did not entail any 
cost on the part of the claimants or defendants. There 
was no court-fee. 

(2) Justicewasfairanditsdispensationwashonestbecause 
the Qadis were generally appointed on the basis of merit 
and nobility ofcharacter. Personal considerations were 
seldom allowed to determine the appointment of judges 
at that time. 

(3) Justice was then quite prompt and all disputes were 
disposed of within the shortest time possible. Those 
who were at the helm of affairs as that time were deeply 
conscious of the factthat justice delayed was eventually 
justice denied They tried their best to maintain the 
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supremacy of law in all spheres and under all 
circumstances, and therefore insisted on the quick 
dispensation of Justice to all people without any 
discrimination whatsoever. 

(4) The procedure of administration of justice during the 
early period of Islam was very simple. The Qadis 
invariably gave patient hearing to the parties and their 
witnesses, ifany, and then gave judgment according to 
law without any fear or favour. 

The present system of dispensation of justice in various 
countries of the world is quite different from that during the 
period oflslamic rule, as under: 

(i) Justice, far from being free, is now a very costly affair. 
The court fees are in some cases exorbitant. There are 
other expenses also. Many people hesitate in bringing 
their cases to the courts on account of the heavy 
expenditure which they cannot afford to meet. 

(ii) Justice now-a-days is not fair in several countries 
obviously because judges are not always appointed 
solely on merit. Other considerations, political or 
otherwise, are sometimes allowed to play their role in 
connection with the appointment of judges. 

(iii) Justice now-a-days is, more often than not, delayed for 
an usually long time. In civil cases particularly years 
roll on before judgment is delivered, and meanwhile on 
account of changes in circumstances the aims and 
objects of some civil cases are defeated. 

(iv) The procedure of dispensation of justice these days has 
become complex affair. There is a long way between 
filing a case in the court of law and getting judgment 
thereon. For simple-- minded persons this complex 
procedure is a great headache. The plaintiff and 
defendants are both tired of the legal procedure of the 
present age. 
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Justice and United Nations: The present world is broadly 
divided into two great blocks of Capitalists and Corrimunists. 
Some countries are openly Capitalists or Communists, whereas 
others do not profess to be either but for all practical intents and 
purposes they are more or less grouped with one of the two. 
The United Nations Organisation, which replaced the League 
of Nations, was founded for stopping the exploitation of the 
week by the strong and ameliorating the condition of the down 
trodden peoples. But it cannot be gainsaid that it has miserably 
failed in its objective. The tug of war between the Capitalists 
and the Communists is still continuing unabated. Racial, regional 
and national considerations usually get upper hand of the larger 
cause of justice and fair play. Moreover, the founder members 
of the Security Council who have Veto-power, exercise this 
privilege generally in their own interest and seldom forupholding 
the cause of truth and fairness. 

Ifwe go through the various activities of the U.N.O. since 
its inception we cannot but arrive at the conclusion that a good 
deal of those were not based on justice and equity but on 
national interests of Big Powers. Majority of members of the 
U.N.O. approach the world problems from a narrow angle of 
vision to furthertheirown interests and establish their hegemony 
and dominance over their rivals. They are generally anxious to 
extend their own political and economic influence over others. 

Mr. Justice Inamullah Khan, former Chief Justice of the 
Pakistan High Court, was perfectly right when he said at 
Karachi on 30 November 1972 in connection with the 
repatriation of the Pakistani prisoners of war: 

"It is unfortunate that the world affairs are not conducted on 
the basis ofj ustice but on national interests. Governments and 
nations are more conscious of their own interests than the 
dictates of justice. "8 

8. 'Dawn', Karachi 15 December 1972. 
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IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION 
IN ISLAM 

[Creation of Man-Education of Hadrat Adam-Education of 
Had rat Muhammad-Meaning of Um mi-Duties of the Prophet 
Points of Excellence-Instruction and Education-The First 
Madrasah of Islam-Learning is compulsory=Meaning of 
Jahiliyah-Defects of present system of Education}. 

It is admitted universally that of all things in the world 
eduction is the most beneficial and important. Nothing can be 
done with success without proper education. Man's life becomes 
unbearable without sufficient learning. At every stage and in 
every walk oflife man needs a good deal of knowledge. From 
the highest to the lowest every one profits by learning. The 
Holy Qur' an directs the Prophet oflslam to pray for increased 
knowledge: "Say: 0 my Lord! Increase me in knowledge" 
(20: 114). 

Creation of Man: When Allah, the Most Exalted, intended 
to create Hadrat Adam, the First Apostle, the first thing He did 
was to educate him so as to enable him to fulfil efficiently the 
noble Mission for which he had been created.Now what is that 
Mission? "Vicegerency of Allah" on the earth, as the Divine 
Being says in the Qur'an: "Verily, I am creating a Vicegerent 
on the earth" (2:30). Consequently Allah endowed man with 
special qualities that are not found in other beings, as He says: 
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"Surely, We created Man of the best stature" (95:4) 
"Verily, We have honoured the children of Adam. We carry 
them on the land and sea, and have made provision of good 
things for them and have preferred them above many of those 
whom We created with a mark of preferment" (17:70). 

Education of Hadrat Adam: Allah, the Most High, was 
pleased to endow Hadrat Adam (may peace be on him) with 
necessary knowledge so that he could prove his superiority 
over the angels, as He says: 

"And He taught Adam all the names, then showed them to the 
angels, saying: Inform me of the names of these, if ye are 
truthful. They said: Be glorified: We have no knowledge save 
that which Thou hast taught us. Lo! Thou, only Thou, are 
Knower, the Wise. He said: 0 Adam! Inform them of their 
names, and when he had informed them of their names He 
said: Did I not tell you that I know the secret of the heavens 
and the earth? And I know that which ye disclose and which 
ye hide" (2:31-33). 

The word Asma' used here in the Qur'an either means 
names of all things, animals and plants, or Attributes of Allah. 

Eduction of Hazrat Muhammad: In one sense the Prophet 
oflslam was Ummi (unlettered), but in another sense he was 
the most highly educated personage the world has ever 
witnessed. 

When the Divine Being intended to confer Prophethood on 
Hadrat Muahmmad (peace be on him) and reveal the Qur' an to 
him, He directed him to read in the name of Allah, as the 
following verses indicate: 

Read: In the name of thy Lord Who created, Created Man 
from a clot. Read: and it is thy Lord the Most Bountiful, Who 
taught by the pen, taught Man that which he knew not" 
(96:1-5). 
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The Holy Qur'an also says: 

"The Beneficient hath taught the Qur'an, He hath created 
Man, He hath taught him utterance" (55: 1-4). 

Meaning of Ummi: The Holy Qur'an refers to the Prophet 
oflslam as an 'Ummi' in several places. Now, what does the 
word signify? The simple answer is that Hadrat Muhammad 
(peace be on him) was never admitted to any school or 
Madrasah for acquiring knowledge. He had no formal education 
in the usual sense of the term. He was therefore, an Ummi, i.e., 
he was an unschooled and unlettered man. Consequently, the 
Prophet was unable to read and write. A few relevant verses of 
the Qur'an are given below: 

"Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet, who can 
neither read nor write, whom they will find described in the 
Torat and the lnjil (Gospel) which are with them. He will 
enjoin that which is right and forbid them that which is wrong. 
He will make lawful for them all good things and prohibit for 
them only the foul. 

"O mankind! Believe in Allah and His Messenger, the 
Prophet, who can neither read nor write, who believed in 
Allah and His words and follow him that haply ye may be led 
aright" (7: 157-158). 

"He (Allah) it is Who hath sent among the unlettered ones a 
Messenger of their own, to recite unto them His revelations 
and purify them and to teach them the Scripture and 
Wisdom though hithertofore they were indeed in error 
manifest" (62:2). 

But it goes without saying that, in spite ofbeing Ummi, the 
Prophet oflslam was the most highly educated, cultured and 
accomplished gentleman, the like of whom the world has not 
yet produced nor can it produce one in future. 
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Duties of the Prophet: In the above-quoted verses of the 
Holy Qur'an the Prophet oflslam is mentioned as an Ummi 
who performs the following duties: 

(i) He (the Prophet) enjoins what is right. 

(ii) He forbids what is wrong: 

(iii) He makers lawful for the people only those things 
which are good. 

(iv) He prohibits only the foul for the people. 

(v) He recites the Divine revelations to the people for their 
guidance. 

(vi) He purges the people of their evils. 

(vii) He teaches the scripture to the people. 

(viii) He teaches Wisdom to the people. 

Instruction and Education: There is a world of difference 
between Instruction and Education though thy are often 
confused. Instruction generally refers to what is read and 
taught in schools, colleges, Madrasahs, .universities, etc., 
according to a certain set of rules and regulations and the 
subject-matters are listed in the syallabi of different classes of 
study. The teacher and the taught, more often than not, are 
confined to the curricula. The teachings imparted in our 
academic institutions seldom relate to our practical needs in 
various sectors oflife. This system of eduction was introduced 
by the British Government in India with a sinister motive of 
creating an army of clerks and officers. The foreign rulers were 
not interested in the welfare of the people. It is significant to 
note that during the British rule in India heads of education in 
different provinces were designated as "Directors of Public 
Instruction" not of Public Education. The reason is that the 
entire system of learning at that time was formal, never real. 
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Real education aims at improving the standards of life 
socially, culturally, religiously, economically and morally. 
Education, worth the name, must accomplish man in every 
aspect oflife and purge him of all kinds of evil. 

First M adresah of Is lam: The Prophet's mosque at Madina 
had a portica, named Suffah, where practical education was 
imparted. Some poor Companions of the Prophet lived there 
and received necessary training from the Prophet. After 
acquiring knowledge they were deputed to various places for 
preaching the religion of Allah. Once it so happened that the 
Prophet visited the Suffah and found two groups discussing 
several problems among themselves--one group was engaged 
in religious matters and the other in literary affairs. The 
Prophet eulogised both, but preferred the latter group and sat 
among them. 

Learning is compulsory: The importance of education in 
Islam is evident from the fact that the Prophet (peace be on 
him) directed those non-Muslim prisoners ofBadr, who could 
not pay ransom for their freedom, to teach the art of reading 
and writing to Muslims children of Madina. Further, the 
Prophet is reported to have said: 

"To seek learning is incumbent on every Muslim, man and 
woman." 

"Seek learning, even ifit is found in China." 

"He who leaves home in quest ofknowledge walks in the path 
of Allah" 

"Wisdom is the lost property of the Believers. Wherever he 
finds it, he has a greater right to it (than others)." 

"The ink ofa scholar is more holy than the bloodofamartyr." 
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The Qur'an says: 

"He (Allah) giveth wisdom unto whom He will and he unto 
whom wisdom is given truly hath received abundant good. 
But none remembers except men ofunderstanding" (2:269). 

From the above it is quite clear that learning according to 
Islam is not confined to the domain ofreligion only. It includes 
all kinds of useful training in secular and spiritual affairs. 

MeaningofJahiliyyah:Thepre-IslamicperiodofArabiais 
generally called the age of Jahiliyyah, though a considerable 
number ofintellectuals lived there whose excellence in Arabic 
poetry is even now unequalled. For example, Sab 'ah 
Mu 'allaqah (i.e. seven suspended poems) are decidedly the 
master-pieces of Arabic literature. Now the question is: Why 
is their period known as an age of Jahiliyyah. The answer is 
that Jahiliyyah here does not mean ignorance or lack of 
knowledge but barbarism and immorality. The Arabs at that 
time were barbarous and oppressive to the extreme and they 
freely indulged in immoral and indecent acts. Not only that, 
they committed sins publicly and boasted of them in their 
poems openly. They were devoid of all sorts of modesty, 
decency, honesty, reason and justice. Such poets are described 
in the following verse of the Qur'an: 

"As for poets, the erring follow them. Hast thou not seen how 
they stray in every valley. And how they say that which they 
do not" (26:224-226). 

In the light of the above one can say with full confidence that 
iflearning enables a man to lead noble and virtuous life he is 
really educated and cultured-though he may not have university 
degrees. Conversely, if a man does not act up to what he has 
learnt in schools and colleges he cannot be called "educated" 
or "cultured" even though he bears a number of high sounding 
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academic degrees. An ounce of practice is better than tons of 
precepts. 

Defects of Present Education: The defective system of our 
education regarding theological learning has been highlighted 
by' Allamah Abul-A' la Maududi in his book First Principle of 
the Islamic State. The following passage of the said book 
deserves special consideration of the universities, Education 
Departments and the intellectuals interested in the study of 
Islam: 

"Under the system of education those who choose the 
theological branch of learning generally keep themselves 
utterly ignorant of such modern subjects as Political Science, 
Economics, Constitutional Law and the problems arising 
therefrom. Consequently, even though they spend most of 
their time in learning and teaching the texts and interpretations 
of the Qur'an and Hadith and Fiqh they do not possess an 
elementary understanding and grasp of current political and 
constitutional problems enunciated in the simplest modern 
terminology. Thus they remain incapable of giving any lead 
to the people regarding the modern political and constitutional 
problems in the light of their knowledge oflslam. Instead of 
approaching the fount oflearning themselves, they await that 
these problems are enunciated and explained to them in the 
terminology that they understand. 

"The other class consists of those people who have acquired 
modern education and who are practically in full control ofall 
branches of State organisation. This class, though quite 
familiar with most of the modern problems of life, actually 
knows very little, if at all, of the glorious heritage oflslam. 
Most of them are unfamiliar with even the fundamental 
principles and the basis directives of Islam, much less that 
they should possess any knowledge of their necessary details 
and other implications. Whatever they know of Islamic 
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constitutional law or political science or jurisprudence, they 
acquire it through the medium of Western education, and 
consequently, all their knowledge of the Qur'an and Sunnah 
is not only exceedingly poor, sketchy and inadequate, but also 
is indirect and sometimes third or even fourth-hand. And it is 
for this reason that even such of them as sincerely and 
genuinely long for a renaissance oflslam are hardly capable 
of affording guidance to others. They search for a verdict of 
the Qur' an on all modem problems only in the language which 
they can understand." 

Scope of Knowledge: According to the teachings oflslam, 
the scope of knowledge is wide enough to include all kinds of 
secular and religious affairs. It is definitely un-Islamic to 
confine the quest of knowledge, which is a duty of every 
Muslim (male and female) according to the Hadith mentioned 
above, to the spiritual sphere of life to the exclusion of the 
temporal. This sort of contention eventually curtails the wide 
jurisdiction of the religion oflslam, as under: 

In the first place, Islam is not a theocratic religion dealing 
with purely religious aspects of human life only. It is not a 
religion of tenets, rituals and ceremonies only as other religions 
are. It includes all departments oflife. Islam is a complete and 
perfect code oflife to be followed from the cradle to the grave. 
It is an ideal model for social, political economic, moral, 
cultural and other spheres of activities. 

In the second place the Holy Qur'an repeatedly invites the 
people to cast a glance at the innumerable things created by 

· God--the earth, heavens, sun, moon, stars, mountains, trees, 
animals, birds, etc. and try to discover, the laws of nature by 
making scientific researches and investigate how the heavens 
are supported in the space, how the mountains are fixed on the 
earth and how the earth is made fit for human and animal 
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habitation, etc. The Holy Qur'an directs the people to make 
minute study of nature and its elements so as to understand and 
appreciate the all pervading wisdom of the Creator Who is 
Omnicient and Omnipotent. 

A few verses of the Qur' an in this regard are quoted below: 

"And We have placed in the earth firm hills lest it quake with 
them, and We have placed therein ravines as roads that haply 
they may find their way. 

"And We have made the sky a roof withheld ( from them). Yet 
they turn away from its portents. 

"And He it is Who created the night and the day and the sun 
and the moon. They float each in an orbit" (21 :31-33). 

"And for the moon We have appointed mansions till she 
returns like an old shrivetted palm-leaf. 

"It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor doth the night 
outstrip the day. They float each in an orbit" (36:39-40). 

"Have they not seen the birds above them spreading out their 
wings and closing them? Naught upholdeth them save the 
Beneficent. Lo! He is Seer ofall things." 

It is hardly necessary to add that in the light of the Qur'anic 
verses a large number of early Muslims studied thoroughly 
various branches of Science and Philosophy and made admirable 
contributions to Medicine, Chemistry, Astronomy, Philosophy, 
Mathematics etc. The Muslim Scholars' services in the realm 
of Science, Philosophy, Arts and Literature, etc. cannot be 
over estimated. 



CHAPTER JO 

DEMOCRACY IN ISLAM 

[Democracy - Sovereignty - Merit vital - Necessary 
Qualifications of the Head of State -Educated and Uneducated 
-- Islamic State-Constitution of Islamic State - A Welfare 
State-Islamic and Other States-Definition of Islamic State]. 

Democracy is considered the best form of government. 
Democracy may have a presidential or a parliamentary form. 
These two systems of administration are not, however, the 
same in all countries. For example, the President of the United 
States of America is the most powerful. He is the Head of the 
State, HeadoftheGovernmentandHead of the Armed Forces. 
The Presidents of other countries having a presidential type of 
government are not so powerful. 

Similarly, the parliamentary type of governments vary from 
place to place. In some countries the Heads of State are elected 
for a fixed period of time, as in India and elsewhere. The Heads 
of some democratic countries are hereditary sovereigns, as in 
Britain, Japan and other places where monarchy exists. 

Sovereignty: Islam is the most democratic religion of the 
world, placing all human beings on an equal footing, irrespective 
of caste or creed. Consequently, the constitution envisaged by 
that religion must be essentially democratic. Islamic democracy, 
however, differs from the Western type of democracy on 
several important points, as under: 

S.1 c; INDIA 
Tolichowki Unit 
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( 1) According to Islam, the real Sovereign is Allah, and 
His chosen deputies, known as Caliphs or Vicegerents, 
administer countries on His behalf and in His name. They are 
not independent rulers, as Heads of non-Muslim countries 
think they are. TheHolyQur'anrepeatedlysaysthateverything 
from the heavens to the earth belongs to God and there is none 
to share His power. 

"And Allah's is the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and 
to Allah is the eventual coming" (24:42) 

"Command is only Allah's; He has commanded thatye shall 
not serve aught but Him" (12:40). 

"Say (0 Muhammad): 0 Allah! OwnerofSovereignty! Thou 
givest sovereignty to whomsoever Thou pleasest and takest 
away sovereignty from whomsoever Though pleasest; and 
Thou exaltest whom Thou pleasest and the abasest whom 
Thou pleasest" (3:26). 

(2) Merit Vital: Equality of mankind is one of the golden 
principlesoflslam. Theonlydifferencebetweeamanandman 
lies in merit and conduct, as the Qur'an says: 

"O mankind! lo! We have created you male and female and 
have made you nations and tribes that ye may know one 
another. Lo! the noblest of you in the Sight of Allah is the best 
in conduct. Lo! Allah is the Knower and Aware" ( 49: 13). 

Consequently, the criterion of fitness in an Islamic State is 
merit and worth, not birth or so-called noble family. Unlike 
other religions Islam does not recognise any privileged group 
or class for special favours. 

(3) The Head of an Islamic State is required to have at 
least th, following merits: (i) learning (ii) justice; (iii) good 
conduct; (iv) physical and mental fitness. 
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The Head of an Islamic State must invariably be a Muslim. 
The reason is that Islam is a complete code oflife which covers 
all sorts of temporal and spiritual activities. A non-Muslim can 
not be expected to do justice in those matters which are 
religious and spiritual. This is nothing unusual as in several 
countries a similar condition is imposed on Heads of State.For 
example, in England it is essential that her sovereign must be 
a Christian, Protestant and a Member of the English Church. 

( 4) The Head of an Islamic State is required to consult 
responsible people in all important matters, and all his actions 
must be in accordance with the Qur' an and the Sunnah. "There 
is no obedience for Him who disobeyes God" (vide Tibrani). 
When the Head decides any matter after due deliberation and 
consultation he must be obeyed by the entire community, 
including those who had disagreed with him. He has power of 
veto in times of emergency. The Holy Qur'an says: 

" ... And consult them on the conduct of affairs, and when 
thou art resolved then put thy trust in Allah. Lo! Allah loveth 
those who put their trust in Him" (3: 159). 

(5) Islam emphatically declares that the educated and 
uneducated people cannot be equal. The Qur 'an says: 

" ... Say (0 Muhammad)! Are those who know equal with 
those who do not know? Only men of understanding are 
mindful" (39:9). 

What is Islamic State: There is some confusion about the 
real significance of an Islamic State. It is generally believed that 
those countries whose rulers are Muslims are automatically 
Islamic countries or Islamic States. This is not correct. The 
truth of the matter is that a State or a country is Islamic or non 
Islamic not according as majority of its population is Muslim 
ornon-Muslim, but according as its administration is essentially 



104 A Comparative Study of Islam and Other Religions 

democratic within the framework of the principles oflslam or 
not. A predominantly Musi im country may be non-Islamic in its 
administration as almost all present Muslim countries of the 
world are, whereas a State may have Islamic system of 
government though majority of its population may not accept 
Islam as their religion. During the heyclay oflslamic glory in 
the past several non-Muslim States had Islamic pattern of 
administration as it was (and still is) the best. 

Constitution of Islamic State: An Islamic State has a 
constitution of its own. It is comprehensive and incorporates 
all the good points of the constitutions of other States. By 
nature it is elastic and caters to human needs in the most 
reasonab I e way. It is scarcely necessary to say that a cons ti tuti on 
framed according to the laws of God must be universal in spirit 
and liberal in outlook, based on equity and justice. 

The well-known Christian authorofEgypt, lateJurji Zaidan, 
discussing the constitution of an Islamic State said.: 

"The type of the government of the Rightous Caliphs unified 
all the three existing systems of administration. It was 
Republican as the Caliphs were elected from among the 
Muslims without any restriction; it was Parliamentary as 
Caliphs were elected by majority of the Muslimsofthe State, 
and it was Monarchical as Caliphs after their elections to their 
office were competent enough to do what they intended to do. 
The form of government in those days was better than other 
forms of governments prevailing in different countries of the 
world." 

A Welfare State: An Islamic State is essentially a Welfare 
State whose chief function is to serve mankind in general 
without any distinction of cast, creed or colour. Its first and 
foremost duty is to provide the necessaries oflife to all people 
living there so that they have shelter, food and clothing. It aims 
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at raising the standard ofliving and improving human character 
in the true sense of the term. An Islamic State, as a welfare 
State, must guarantee social, economic and political justice for 
all the people living there and must ensure fundamental rights 
of all of them without any exception. It must provide equality 
of status, equality before law, freedom of expression and 
liberty of conscience for all its citizens without discrimination. 

As the reader knows, the Prophet of Islam issued a Magna 
Carta about fourteen centuries ago granting fundamental 
rights to the whole of mankind without any distinction of 
religion, creed, caste;colour, language, etc. Devotion to the 
Lord of the Universe and service to His creatures are the two 
basic principles of the religion oflslam. Consequently the Head 
of an Islamic State must see that the people living there 
discharge their responsibilities towards God on the one hand 
and perform their duties to their fellow beings on the other. He 
is answerable to the Almighty for the welfare of his people. His 
main duty is to preserve peace and tranquillity in the country 
and adopt appropriate measures to make his people happy and 
prosperous. If he neglects his duty either towards the Creator 
or towards the people under his charge, he is sure to incur the 
Divine Wrath in this world or Hereafter. In no case should the 
Head of an Islamic State allow himself to be influenced by 
personal or family considerations in the administration of the 
country. He must be impartial in his judgment and accord equal 
treatment to all people, rich and poor, high and low. The 
welfare of the people is and must be his special responsibility. 

Islamic and other States: The fundamental differences 
between an Islamic and Non-Islamic States are noted below. 

( l) An Islamic State is not a Theocracy, as Islam is against 
priesthood or that creed which concentrates on the 
purification of the soul oniy and ignores the temporal 
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side of life. Islam does not draw a line of demarcation 
between what is called spiritual and what is termed 
temporal. Islam is a complete system of work which 
includes all secular and spiritual aspects ofhuman life. 

(2) It is not an Autocracy or Despotism, as the Head of an 
Islamic State or any other official cannot claim special 
powers or privileges. All citizens ofan Islamic State are 
equal and subject to the same codes of conduct. Law is 
no respector of persons according to the teachings of 
Islam. 

(3) It is not a Dictatorship, because every person has a right 
to stop the Head or his representative if he makes a 
mistake and compel him to adopt a reasonable course of 
action. Anyone can sue the Head in the Court of Law for 
the redress of his grievance. 

(4) It is not a Monarchy, because the very notion of 
kingship is repugnant to the spirit of Islam. Monarchy 
presupposes two classes of human beings--the rulers 
and the ruled, but Islam places the entire mankind on an 
equal footing and eliminates the so-called distinction 
between the kings and beggars, rich and the poor and 
high and low. 

(5) It is not an Oligarchy for the same reason mentioned 
above. 

(6) An Islamic State is not a Communistic State because of 
fundamental differences between Islam and 
Communism. In the first place the former -is quite 
emphatic on the point that God is the Supreme Being 
Who controls everything from the heavens to the earth, 
whereas the latter does not believe in the controlling 
power of the Divinity (or even His existence). In the 
second place, Communism bans private industry and 
deprieves man of the fruits of his labour, but Islam 
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encourages personal enterprise and at the same time 
makes necessary provisions for the poor and needy 
people by means of Zakat (poor-due), Sadaqah 
(Charity), Khairat (alms), etc. 

Definition of Islamic State: "The perfect Islamic State is 
republican in regime, divinely sanctioned in its Law, inclusive 
in its citizenship, democratic in its polity, religiously inspired in 
its constitution, supranational in its sovereignty, temporo 
spiritual in its government and universal in its ideal," says Dr. 
ZakiAli.1 
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